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Theſe Preachers and Mendicant. for ſome time rambled uncon- 
| troul'd, taking upon them to Conſeſi and Preach wherever they 
5 came, without the conſent of the Biſpor, utterly deſpiſing all 

Canons and Ecclefiaftical Rules: an wang Heyone—n 
Poverty, and Contempt of Riches, wandering like Strollers 
from place to place, under a pretence of Pzety, they chous'd 
the filly People of their Money. 


Howel's View of the Pontificate, pag. 406. 
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PREFACE. 


EVERAL Excellent 
Treatiſes have been al- 
ready publiſhed againſt 

> that Enthufraſtic and Fa- 
natical Spirit now working in a ſet 
of pretended Reformers among us, 
call'd Methodiſts. Which, though 
they have not been able to /uppre/s 
it, have effectually ſhewn its evil 
5 er and (as the 
Methodiſts themſelves confeſs) given 
ſome check to its progreſs. Nor 
need I any Apology, if I own a 
fort of impulſe and Impreſſion upon 

A 


me, 


PREFACE. 
me, and think myſelf ob/ig'd to 
throw in my mite towards diſcover- | 
ing the deluſion of this dangerous | 
and preſumpiuous Set. 


Tis my principal defign, as a 4 
caution to all Proteſtants, to draw N 
a Compariſon between the wild and 
pernicious Enthufraſms of ſome of 
the moſt eminent Saints in the 
Popiſh Communion, and thoſe of the 
Met hodiſts in our own Country. 
Biſhop Stilling fleet hath clearly F 
prov'd, and ſufficiently expos'd, the 0 
Fanaticiſm of the Romi ſb Church, 
in his Incomparable Diſcourſe con- 
cerning their Idolatry ; hath ſhewn 
to what Extravagant Heights it 
has been carried, how peculiarly 
encouraged by the Popes ; hath been 
the foundation of their ſeveral. Re- 
ligious Orders, and Societies; and 
the engine for introducing their 1 
falſe, ſuperſtitious, and idolatrous | 
Doctrines, and Praiſes. mg” of : 
| is 
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PREFACE. 
this nature will appear in the fol- 
lowing Treati/e ; together with plain 
and full evidence, that our modern 
Itinerant Enthuſiaſts are treading in 
their ſteps, and copying their exam- 
ple; their whole conduct being but 
a Counter-part of the moſt wild Fa- 
naticiſms of the moſs abominable Com. 


munion, in its moſt corrupt Apes. 


But as the Spirit of Enthufiaſn 

is always the ſame, operating in 
much the ſame manner, in all Se&s 
and Profeſſons of Religion, and diſ- 
covering itſelf in fmilar peculi- 
arities of notions, and behaviour; ; 
I ſhall take the liberty to produce 
firſt of all a remarkable inſtance of 
this in the Sec of the Montaniſis: 
which aroſe towards the latter end 
of the ſecond Century, before Po- 
pery had a Being, or Chriſtianity 
an Eftabliſhment. The Hiftory of 
Montaniſm was written by the late 
learned Dr. Lee, of St. Fobn's 
A 2 College, 


PREFACE. 
College, Oxford; compiled with 1 
| great diligence and exactneſs; and | 
publiſh'd with Dr. Hicks's Enthu- 
fraſm Exorcis'd, in the year 1709: | 
and herein a large account is given, A 
from all the Records of Antiquity, 
of the riſe, . progreſs, diſperſion, 
pretenſions and tenets of that over- | 
bearing Sef. And I am much ; 
miſtaken if our Metbodiſis (though 
not yet arriv'd to the ſame height 
of madneſs) may not here fit for 
their Pifture, and be traced in all 
their lineaments. 1 


1 „ 
Rv 8 


Tis indeed a misfortune that tze 
Writings of the Montaniſis are lat, 
and never came down to our hands: 
what Accounts and Extracts we have 
of them being collected from the 
beſt Hiſſorians of thoſe times. But 
it may be reckon'd a happy Cir- 
cumſlance, that we have the moſt 
ſhining parts of the Lives, Charac- 
| ters, Sentiments and Actions of the 


Me- 


t » 
* 
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PREFACE. 
Methodiſts from themſelves, and that 
too by a ſanction from Heaven. 
They have, if they may be credit- 
ed, been ſo preſſed in Spirit, re- 
ceivd ſuch Divine directions, 10 


preach and print, and God has 


given them ſuch favour in the Eyes 


of the Printer ;----that the Preſs 
has cramm'd the Public with their 
Fournals, Letters, and other Yorks 
even to a Surfeit. Without 
theſe confeſſions from their own 
mouths we might have wanted 
evidence for a great part of our. 


Charge; and been ſtrangers to ma- 


ny of their /an#ify'd fingularities, 
low fooleries, and high preten ſfons. 


And yet, for want of leifure, 
opportunity or inclination, there are 
ſeveral of their works which I have 
never ſeen. Their Journals are what 
I have chiefly conſulted and referr'd 
to; and in my Quotations (which I 
hope are juſt and fair) have not al- 


ways 


PREFACE. 


ways taken notice from what Edi- 
tion they are taken. Mr. Jeſley's 

two firſt Journals are of the Jam 
Edition : all the reſt are, I think, of 


the fr. What few Citations are 


made from their Collection of Let- 
ters (which I confeſs I have not 
perus'd, or ſeen) are taken from 
© Obſervations on the Conduct of the 
Methodifts' ; and the juftne/s of thoſe 
references were never, that I know 
or believe, call'd in queſtion. Theſe 
Citations have only, in the margin, 
the word Letters. 


"Tis certainly matter of juſt con- 
cern, when Men of a good under- 
ſanding, acquir'd Learning and 
knowledge of Scripture, embaraſs 

chemichies and others in ſuch chi- 
 merical, but pernicious, Projects. 
One at leaſt of the Merbodiſt- 
Preachers muſt be allow'd to have 
theſe qualifications for doing real 
Service to Religion: And did not 

Ex- 


PREFACE 
Experience convince us how ſtrange- 
ly Men are loſt to all reaſon as to 
ſome particular, wherewith the 
head is touch d, who yet can dif- 
| courſe, and write, and act ration- 
5 ally enough in others reſpects; ---- 
one would wonder ſuch a perſon 
ſhould quite 40% himſelf, when 


carried away into the Extravagant 


freaks of Methodiſm. 


That ſuch freaks they are, will 

: eaſily appear. And if in proving it 
it I am ſometimes guilty of a /evity of 
* expreſſion, tis to be hopd ſome al- 

lowance will be made in conſidera- 
tion of the nature of the Subject: 
it being no eaſy matter to keep 
one's countenance, and be ſteadily 
ſerious, where others are ridiculbous. 


\ As true Religion however is the 
* moſs ſerious thing in the World; I 
cannot but fincerely lament the 


progreſs of Infidelity and Immora- 
lity among us; I cannot but earneſt- 


ly 


PREFACE. 


ly. deſite, and pray for an effec.” 
tual; Reformation « of: manners: and. 


Propagation» of tbe Goſpel, by: all 
ſober and Chriſtian Methods: but 


may venture to foretel, without 


pretending to the Spirit of Prophe- 
that this Great work will never 


cy 
be; accompliſh'd by an Enthuſiaſtic 
and Fanatical head. 
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e SECT. I. 
1 of Montaniim, 
what I propos d in the firſt place to 
ok ore the —— I bave taken care 
70 * it without any variation, 1 am ſure 
without any material variation, from The 
e omit Words: that I may not be 
 accus'd of forcing a likeneſs, ar warping 
2 circumſtance, or expreſſion, to the _ 
tage of the Methodiſts. 
cc 
" If E Page 74. 


eNTANUS, in his outward ap- 
Pearance, had all the form of god- 

e lineſs and. — and got the re- p. . 

i putation of no mean Sanctity, by his 

B * Auſterities 


c 


620 


e Auſterities and extraordinary way of 
c living. — Had a zeal for Religion — 
e and would needs ſet up for a mighty 
.* Reformer in the Church: but wanting 
, ſolidity of Judgment, and coolneſs of 


Thought, was driven away by every im- 


Page 75. pulſe that ſeiz d him ;—being tranſport- 


1 


81. 


cc 


60 
cc 
cc 
cc 
c 


cc 


ed with an immoderate and irregular 


4239 he Was poſſeſs” d with a ſtrange 


Spirit: — Many doubting whether it 
were a good Spirit, or a bad one. Hence 
he ſets up pretenſions to Prophecy and 
Miracles. Some indeed ſaw through 


him, —and took him for what he after- 


wards prov: d to be, a falſe Prophet, — 

and one agitated by a Spirit F Deluſion : 
—and theſe oppos d, and reprov'd him, 
— not haſtily, but upon ſober and ma- 


ture deliberation, after trial made of his 


Spirit, — which appear'd very much like 
the fit of-a Frenzy, or Weder 4 1 


ch e.. 


Sthers deem'd ken they ave in 


ce 


cc 


ce this Diſpenſation of Montanus : — who 
e being taviſh'd with the Honour of ſee- 
** 1ng himſelf ſo eſteemed and liſtened to 


Montanus as the true effect of the Holy 
* Gboſt :—and were hereby lifted. up with 
an extreme vanity and confidence, as if 


nothing could be greater and higher than 


7 ee and Stratagems to 
E 1 Qs da 


9 * bad * 3 = * 
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(3) 

te draw in others, and did ſome ſober and 
« ſincere Chr:/tians. Page 84. 
He look'd on the Governors of the © - 
* Church as much degenerated, inveſted 

te only with an outward Character: — he gg. 

* had more of the Spirit than all of them; 

« —and by virtue of his pretended extraor- 

* dinary Miſſion would be exempted from the 

“ inſpection of his rightful Superiors : = 114. 

« whoſe ſtanding rules muſt give way to 

«© whatever was taken for a Prophetic impe- 89. 

« tus, Montanus, intoxicated with theſe 
high Notions, went up and down and 

« drew after him ſeveral religious Melan- 

g « choliſts. Several of the weaker Sex, ex- 92. 

i « cited by his high pretenſions were ſeized 
% upon—by the ſame Spifit ;—as Priſcilla 
% and Maximilla — who no ſooner were 
* touch'd by the Power in Montanus, but 93: 
* immediately they left their Huſbands ; 

“ fancying,—that henceforwards they were 
© to be eſpouſed to none but Chriſt.— 

« eloping. from their Huſbands to follow 
an infamous Cheat,—Hence they fancied 157- 
e themſelves Heavenly Virgins, eſpouſed by 94. 
“ Chriſt, who perſonally viſited them, con- 

« verſing with them as one Friend conver ſes 
« with another. 

„Thus, led on with a falſe Faith—and 95: 
e puff d up beyond meaſure; they fell into 
© ſundry Snares, and eaſily miſtook the 

'« imaginations of their own Hearts, or the 

B 2 e ſug- 


>< ©, Wt mor nm mug. 2. — — 2 


Page 102 


103. 


ah ſuggeſtions of the old Inpoſtor, for tlie 
«« pure Inſpirations of the Divine Spiri. 


The ſame Spirit fell upon ſome of the 


& Men alſo, highly eſteem' d, —as extra- 


._. * ordinarily corbenifMion'd by Ged to raiſe 


«© up this pretended x Diſpenſation :— 
4 h ſome of them were clearly con- 


* vine d of having been all the while under 


4 the Conduct of a deceiving Spirit, that 


102-109. 


wad, 


the Secrets of the Heart—by 


had uſurp'd the Name of the Holy Ghoſt. 

*« They divide into Parties, under diffe- 
* rent Leaders—and continue under theſe 
« novel and ſtrange Influences to diſtract 
„ unwary Minds. Different in ſundry 
% Points, but all agreeing in pretences to 
« Inſpiration, and a heavenly Mi ſion. 

« Montanas begins to ſet up his /it!le 
« Afemblies :=they give forth many good 
* exhortations to Holineſs, rigoroufly preſ- 
« ſing a Reformation of Diſcipline and 
* Manners ; — their Spirit imitates nearly 


<< the Properties of the Divine Spirit, in 


ce producing good Works — diſcerning 
Infpira- 


e tion reproving ſome preſent for their 


« hidden Faults—with ſuch a ſhew of the 


Life and Spirit of Chriſtianity, as made it 
hard to think al a mere Counterfeit. 


124. 


4 Theſe new Lights ſet up a ne Churchs 


de t ſomething doubtful whether they firſt 
KL ſeparated from the Church, or were forced 
vc dat. But with a frrangs air of Confidence 


4 * * 


A” they, 


(3) 
< they, of rather thoſe deluding Spirits 
* which ſpoke through them, did re- 
« proach and vilify the Churob—eotuſe 
a "Fes whete rejected their new oder 
cc 7 


« They are not able ba bear with the Page 125. 


* who are only the wo Oo of criminal 
6. Men; but themſelves the 
« they looked on the Catbolics as AAR} ax] 
 outfide Chriſtians, that had not the true 
* Zafle of the Spirit: and the Chriſtian 
& Prieſthood was undermined by the Pre- 
© tenders to an extraordinary and unlimited 
.« . ron. 

They were eagerly deſirous of Perſe- 
e oution ;—pfovoking and irritating the In- 
dels, —to draw it upon themſelves: but 
© this vain ſentation did often in the 
* hour of Trial moſt wretehedly betray 
86 TOO. - 

By their rigorous Diſcipline they 

4 brought many to {deſpair : but yet are 
r charg d by the Catholics with a Moral 
<< exceedingly Hoſe and ſcandalous, —— 
the Chiefs of this new order of the Inſpir d 
ein very black Characters; - hich muſt 
e depend on the fairneſs of the Accounts 
e tranſmitted to us :—fuch as making their 


* markets with pretended Revelations and 


*& Converſations with God — ſcraping up 
* all they could get under the prtene of 
& cc « Charity, 


132. 


l 


142. 


244- 


Furniture, Sc. 
9 
e Montaniſts, and that the Foundation of 
<« the pretext of a Divine Spirit and Power, 
them. And they took — to be 


5 —— of the Spirit. 


« the Pure, the Saints, the Ele, the 


« which they thought they better de- 
An the Progreſs of Montaniſm they pro- 


Hence giving themſelves up to the un- 
certain Dictates and Impulſes of a /irange 


ether they leaſt ſuſpected: and all man- 


(6) 
« Charity, and voluntary Oblationsz——un+ 
« der the Maſk of Godlineſs, defiled with 


<< Impurities, &c. 
Page 153. 


6 They diſtinguiſh'd. themſelves by an 
« affected /ingularity,—againſt the moſt in- 


© nocent Recreation of Mind or Body— 


* againſt Games, Sports and Plays ; Dreſs, 

« But all knew the Pretenſions of the 
<« all the Extravagancies they run into, was 
« extraordinarily, and even viſibly acting 
e perfect, having the Perfection or Con- 

« They call d themſelves the Inſpir'd, 
&« Apoſtolical: while the Orthodox, who 
" — not bear their Preſumption, gave 


e them generally other ſort of Names, 


© ſerved. 


<«« ceeded from one Degree to another, never 
< ſtopping, or knowing where to ſtop :— 


e Spirit, they were inſenſibly led on "= 
e ner of Extravagancies were committed by 


5 . chem. as if they had an ha Com- 
3 « mand 


cc 
cc 
cc 


(7) 


mand for ſo doing from f + An RTE: 


the frifineſs of the Montanift Diſcipline 
at firſt, was the Means of — 
the Mabometan loſeneſs in the end. 


„Their Enthufiaſm led the van to, and Page 303. 


cc 


©. in among them from the very beginning, 


vc 
ce 
00 


6c 
6 
«c 
ce 
4e 


was very conſiſtent with Atheiſm. And 
there is a ſhrewd ſuſpicion that ſome got 


and managed the weak well-meaning 
People, who were of no Religion them- 
ſelves, but put on a maſk to deceive. 

* After an Account how Montaniſm af- 
terwards was blended and interwoven 


with the moſt abominable Herefies ; we 


come to its Declenſion in the fifth Cen- 
tury, and Extinction in the fixth—which 
made way for another new pretended Diſ- 


* penſation, that of Mabomet; rifing as out 


of its Aſhes ; and founded chiefly upon 
ſome Principles of Montaniſm. 


In the Conclufion, the Author ſays, we 


cc 
cc 


cc. 


have ſeen how a well-meant, but indiſ- 
creet Zeal was ſurprized by the cunning 
Artifices of Satan; and led on from ſtep 
to ſtep, for want of being guarded by 


Humility ; till at length it fell into the 


contrary extreme. How from an affetta- 


tation of Spiritual Gifts——the Decerver 


eaſily inſinuated himſelf with moſt fair 
Pretences, and led both him and his filly 
Women captive. | ; 

„„ 28 „ They 


317. 


338. 
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350. 


68 | 
Page 342. ; They were accounted by the Malti- 
e tudes 5 * "Hp me — as the 
<« very Apoſtles of t they expected 
* nothing leſs than that the #or/d ſhould 
<« be brought to own them, and that then 
« 7 new Jeruſalem out of Heaven Gould | 


come down _ Earth. . 
„ Whether Entbufaftic Paſſion be 
* conſider'd, as a Diſeaſe of the Mind and 
e Spirits, natural or ſupernatural, or mix d, 
tc or as Properly preterngturgl it appears 
<« maniteſtly from this Account — that it 
ec is now the ſame as it was then; as much 
eas. a Fever is now the ſame as it in 
<« the Days of Hippocrates, 
But if any one, through Pride or 
<« Vain-glory, through Raſhneſs or Curio- 
te ſity, or the like, be — acceſſary to his 
< own deluſion * — him not ſeek to caſt 


« the blame upon God; but be content to 


«take all the Shame to himſelf. And if 


3 this ſhould not work. any good in the 


<« end to him; but he ſhould be totally de- 
ec liver'd up to the Devices of his cn 
: Heart, and the lying Anſpir ations of trea- 
©: cherous Spirits; yet it may be a Means 
1 i af much good to others, and a warn- 

ing to take heed, leſt they be alſo over- 
<> 1 ich the ſame Temptation. 

7 hus far this learned Writer ; whole en- 
tire Diſcourſe deſerves well to be peryſed 


by every Perſon, as a proper Antidote 
againſt 


(9 ) 

againſt the bane of Enthuſiaſm; It cannot in- 
deed be ſaid, that the madneſs and preſump- 
tion of our modern Enthuſiaſts come up to the 
Montaniſis, in all reſpects, and to fo high 
a degree; but ſtill the Reader may eaſily 
diſcern the general Nature and Effects of 
Enthuſiaſm; and a conformity, in moſt 
Particulars, between - thoſe former Fanatics 
_—_ our r Method; _w _—_ 1 | 


21 But tis time to come to a more di- 
rect Compariſon between Poprſh and Me- 
thodiftieal Entbuſiaſts. And if the Reader 
has ſome Account of the mat wild and ex- 
travagant, the moſt ridiculous, froling, Fa- 
natical, frantic, delirious, and miſchievous of 
all the Saints in the Romiſh Communion ; he 
muſt conſider, that otherwiſe the Parallel 
would not hold; but come off lame and 
defective. They are however, ſome of the 
moſt favourite and magnified Saints among 
them, and moſt of whom had the Honour 
of being Canonia d.— As for inſtance, the 
- Seraphic Father St. Francis, Founder of the 
Friars Minors, thought at firſt only a well- 
meaning, but "weak Enthuſiaſt, but after- 
| you turning out a mere Hypocrite and 
Impoſter : St. Dominic, Founder of the 
Preaching Friars, a Man of more deſign, 
ferocity and pride; the contriver and man- 
ager of that bleſſed Inſtrument of Conver- 

ſion, the Jiquiſition: — St. Tenatius Loyola, 
IM C that 


| (10) 
that-errant-ſhatter-brain'd viſionary Fanatic, 
Founder of the moſt Holy Order of the Je- 
ſuits, proſeſſedly inſtituted to extirpate the 
Reformation :——That mirrour of Perfection, 
St. Anthony of Padua: — together with 
variety of female Saints, Catharine of Sienna, 
Tereſa, Clara, Magdalen Paxzi, &c. 
I would not be underſtood to accuſe the 
Methodiſts directly of Popery ; though I am | 
perſwaded they are doing the Papiſis work 
for them; and agree with them in ſome of 
their Principles ;—defigning only to. ſhew 
how uniformly, both act upon the {ame 
Plan, (as far as Enthuſiaſm can be ſaid tb 
carry on any Plan:) — their Heads fill'd 
with much the ſame grand Projects, driven 
on in the lame wild Manner; and wearing 
the ſame badge of Peculiarities in their 
Tenets: — not perhaps from compact and 
deſign; but a ſimilar Configuration and 
Texture of Brain, or the fumes of Imagi- 
nation producing ſimilar Effects. thor: 


F. 3. From a commiſeration, or horrour, 
arifing from the grievous Corruptions of 
the World, perhaps from a real Motive of 1 
. fincere Piety, they both ſet out with warm 1 
pretences to a Reformation. Wherein the A 
Papiſis ſtand at leaſt upon an equality, if 
- they have not the Advantage ; it being im- 4 
poſſible for any Merbodiſt to exceed the 

ſtrong Declarations of fervent Love to God 


and 
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( 12”) 


and nan, of burning zeal ' for the Salua- 


tion of Souls, which the Legends of the 


Saints afford in abundance. The Metho- 


dif, if he pleaſeth, ſhall apply to himſelf 

the moſt flaming Characters on this Score: 
though he ſhould burn with unquench- 

able zeal of love to God and man, like St. 
Francis; or be inflamed, like St. Ignatius, Bonaven- 
with a zeal of promoting God's honour ; pand 
referring all his actions and purpoſes to cap. g. 
God's greater glory : this being his Holy Ribade- 
Ambition, the life and ſout of all his 1e of 
actions. Nor do I believe that any En. the Saints. 
thufiaſt ever {et out otherwiſe than upon P's: 519. 
a zealous pretence of this Godly nature. 


8. 4. For the better Advancement of 
their purpoſes, both commonly begin their 


Adventures with Field-preaching. In which 


particular, though the practice of the Me- 
rhodiſts be notorious, it may not be amiſs to 
produce ſome of their own words; were 
it only for the fake of the Compariſon. 


METHODISTS, 


Mr. Whitefield ſays, ** I never was more 3 Jom. 
acceptable to my Maſter, than when I was POE” 
ſtanding to teach in the open Fields. &, 

I always find I have moſt Power, 


when I ſpeak in the open Air. A proof 
5 | C 2 * 


this 


Pag. 92. 


4 Journ. 


Fag. 27+ 


Pag. 5. 


Journ. 


( 12.) 
this to me, that God is pleaſed with this 


way of Preaching. 


Preached at Kennington. But ſuch a 
Sight never were mine eyes bleſſed with 
before, — fifty thouſand People, — near 
fourſcore Coaches, — great number of 
Horſes.—I find myſelf more and more un- 
der a neceſſity of going out into the Fields. 

I defired to know what Law could 
be produced 'againſt my preaching: In 
my opinion there could be none; becauſe 
there never was any ſuch thing as Freld- 
preaching before, | 

A freſh inroad made into Satan's Ter- 
ritories by Mr. Weſley's following me in 

Field-preaching, | 

And Mr. Seward acquaints us, how 

Whitefield preached from a balcony, — 


pag 5—7.from a ſcaffold, ſrom a horſe- block. 


F auther 
Appeal, 
pag. 119. 


Mr. Weſky ſays, Had the Minifter of 
the Pariſh preached like an Angel, it 
had profitted them nothing: For they heard 
him not.” But when one came and ſaid, 
* Yonder is a man preaching on the top 
of the mountains,” they ran in .droves to 
hear.—Had it not been for Field-preaching, 
the Uncommonnefs of which is the very cir- 


cumſtance that recommends it, they muſt 


have run on in error.” — 


API S. 
« Peter of Verona, mirrour of Sanctity, 
of the Holy Order of | Friars Preachers, 
had 


(13) 
had a Divine talent in preaching; neither 
Churches, nor Streets, nor Market-places 
could contain the great concourſe that 


reſorted - to hear his Sermons. — He was Ribaden. 
Lives of 
the Saints. 


the hammer and thunderbolt to break and 


cruſh Heretics, — and made Inquiſitor to Apr. 29. 


puniſh and perſecute them. 

St. Nicolas of Nolaſco, one day as he 
was recollected in prayer, heard a Voice 
from Heaven, ſaying, © this 1s not the Place, 
in which I would have thee to be ; but that 
thou go forth into the Field, and treat with 
men, to the end that I may be glorified in 
thee,” : 
St. Anthony of Padua was forced to 
preach in the open fields and largeſt meadows, 
becauſe the people followed in ſuch num- 
bers, from cities, villages, and camps, that 


Id. Dec. 6. 


no Church could contain them. They got id. June 


up before day, and flock'd to get places 


13. — 
Conformi 


betimes.— The tradeſinen all (hut up their tatum. 
ſhops, till his Sermon was ended. And Fol. 80. 


he was guarded by ſome flrong and ſtout 
men,—He was miraculouſly heard at two 
leagues diſtance. 

St. Ignatius preached in the open fields, 
as the Churches could not. hold the multi- 
tudes who flock'd, ſeveral miles, to hear 
him. Where it was obſerved, as a thing 


_ 


more than human, that though he could 


not raiſe his voice, which was weak, every 
word 


— 


( 14 ) 


Orlandin word of his Sermon was heard by every 
fait, *& . body aboue a 18 of a mile.“ 


No. 116. 


[1 think. Mr. Whitefield ſpea ks ſome- 
where of being heard dy: = at a greater 
diſtance, -and ”w above twenty thouſand 
People. ] 

Upon this Article I would make a cur- 

ſory remark or two. How comes Mr. 
Whitefield to ſay, there was never any ſuch 
thing as ' Field-preaching before? Was it 
from the mere Vanity of being thought 
the Founder of it? Or was he ignorant of 
the practice ſeveral years ago, and even in 
our own nation? 

Have not the Merbodiſt- Preachers, as 
well as St. Anthony, been attended with a 
Aurdy fet of Followers, as their Guards, 
armed with clubs under their cloaths, me- 
nacing and terrifying ſuch as ſhould dare 
to ſpeak lightly of their Apoſtle? I have 
heard it often affirmed. So that Mr. 

3 Journ. Whitefield may well boaſt of preaching 
PS 24. worth irreſſible Power, and ſtriking at 
| Oppoſers dumb. Tis plain he ſeems him- 
ſelf to be aware of this turbulent Spirit, 
this fighting Enthufiaſm, when idly ſup- 
poſing his enemies ſhould think they did 
God ſervice to kill bim' he adds, * 1 3 


1 —jm— — eee _ 


4 Journ. 


pag. 11. nothing more than the falſe Zeal of my 
nk in a ſuffering hour,” 


Again 


| (15) 
Again. Tis highly probable, that if 
any Parocbial Miniſter ſhould acquaint his 


Pariſb, &c. that next Sunday he would 


preach on yonder mountain, he wou 1d have 


a large; congregation than in his Church? 


But would this do any real good? or could 
he juſtify the irregularity? But Mr. 
Weſley argues for the ſpecial advantage of 


Fjeld-preathing, on the very account of 


its irregularity ; * the uncommonneſs being the 
very circumſtance that recommends it. Some- 


thing 2ncon/5/tently : for he ſeems to {forget 
what he had ſaid, but à Page or two be- 
fore; wie are not ſuffered to preach in the | 
Churches ; elſe we ſhould prefer chem to Apps. 
any places whatever. eg. 177 
Mr. Whitefield too highly approves. of 


our excellent Liturgy, would Miniſters 


They are, you fee,” never more acce 


ble to their Maſter than in the felds,— 
God is pleaſed with this way of preaching, 


— they have mo/# Power there. — But 


however, that's no matter: they would 


not mind that: Churches are preferable, 
if they could get them. | 10 


§. 5. After the Merhodiſis had trad. 
the Clergy, as long as they were permitted 
to do it, in their own Churches and Pulprts, 
in order to ſeduce their flocks, and colle& 


a ſtaring rabble; they ſet about this pious 


work 


4 Journ, 


lend him their Churches, to uſe i. tau 


Whitf. 


4 Journ. 


Page 3 


5 Journ. 


Pag-· 32. 


Indwell - 


4 Journ. 
pag. 8. 


(16) 


work of "Defamation more heartily in the 


fields. Give me leave to gather ſome of 
their fowers on this occaſion, which are 
publiſhed in their own Journals, c. 


_ « Went to St. Paul's, and received the 
Blefſed Sacrament..” [He might have add- 
ed, and within a few houts undertook the 
Bleſſed office "of blackening the Clergy ; for] 
< Preached in the Evening at Kennington- 
"Common : God gave me great Power, and 


I never opened my Mouth ſo freely a- 


gainſt the Letter-learned Clergymen of the 
Church of | England. —I ſhould not die in 
Peace, unleſs I bore my Teſtimony againſt 
them — My power and freedom of Speech 
encreaſed daily ; and this afternoon I was 
carried out much againſt the Unchriftian 
principles and practices of the generality of 
our Clergy. If I want to convince 


Church of England Proteſtants, I muſt 


prove that the ginevaltt of their Teachers 


do not preach, or live up to the truth, as 
it is in Jeſus. 


Woe be unto ſuch blind- leaders of the 


blind. —How can you - eſcape the Dam- 


nation of Hell? — Wolves in Sheep's 


_— PS: cloathing. — Numbers of ſuch as would 


tell the people, that a decent, genteel, and 
faſhionable rehgion, 1s {officient to carry 
them to Heaven. 


© The 


(17) 
The Scribes and Phariſees of this ge- Seward's 
neration (I mean the Learned Rabbi's of dg 15 
the Church of England) will perſecute the 
Preachers and Followers of our Lord.— 
Our Brother (Wh:tefield) expeas to ſuffer 
many things, to be ſet at ncught by the 
Rabbi's of our Church, and parhaps at laſt 
to be Kill d by them. Pag. 71. 
The Scarlet whore of Babylon is not 
more corrupt, either in principle, or prac- 
tice, than the Church of England. A Pag. 45. 
ſecond Letter againſt the _ Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, — ale ſold his Lord for 
thirty pieces of Silver: the Archbiſhop got 
a better price, perhaps thirty bags of gold, 
or more.” Pag. 62. 
For the Abuſes of the Clergy from Mr, 
Weſley (which are not ſo groſs, but more 
artful) I refer the Reader to Mr. Church's 
farther Remarks. Pag. 105—108. 
But what a wickedneſs is it, to throw 
out ſo much gall of bitterneſs againſt ber- 
ſens, whoſe chief Power of doing any good, 
and promoting the common Salvation, de- 
pends upon their Character? And how 
much greater, to impute this black art of 


Calumny to the Spirit, and Power given 
rom God? | 


g. 6. But though theſe rolling Predicants 
have allured ſome iiching ears, and drawn 
them aſide by calumniating their proper 


D Paſtors ; 


(18) 
Paſtors ; they have Senſe enough to know 
the itch will go off, and their trade not 
continue long, unleſs they can produce 
ſomething novel, or uncommon ; what the 
wandering Sheep have not been uſed to 
in their Churches, Therefore they muſt 
find out, or rather revive ſuch peculiarities, 
as have formerly attended Enthuſiaſins, and 
are moſt likely to captivate the Yulgar. 
Hence their affected phraſes, fantaſtical 
and unintelligible notions, whimfical ſtrict- 
neſſes, loud exclamations againſt ſome tri- 
fling and indifferent things ; which are 
matters of mere diſcretion ; things innocent, 
and perhaps ſometimes 2ſeful; and only 


finful when carried into exceſs. And great 


zeal is here employed. Accordingly, if 
diverſe particulars of no great moment in 
themſelves are here drawn together; tis 
only to diſcover that Family-likeneſs, even 
in the ſmalleſt features, which has diſtin- 
guiſhed the Enthuſiaſts and pretended Pie- 
zifts of all Ages; particularly thoſe now 


under Compariſon. It may be ſome trou- 


ble to run over the whole Bead-roll of the 
Saint's Roſary. But it will appear to con- 
fiſt of ten Ave Mary's to one Pater-nofter - 

i. e. abundance of foolerzes in proportion to 


any fingle point profitable. 
$. 7. The firſt neceſſary point for draw- 


ing followers is to put on a ſan#ified ap- 


I pearance ; 
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(19) 
pearance z by a demure look, preciſe be- 
haviour, in diſcourſe or filence, apparel 
and food; and other marks of external 
Piety. For which reaſon Mr. Weſtey very 
wiſely made, and renewed, that noble 
c reſolution, not willingly to indulge 


- himſelf in the leaſt levity of behaviour, 


or in laughter, no, not for a noment.— To 
ſpeak no word, not tending to the Glory, _ 
of God : and not a tittle of worldly things.” pag. 10. 
Which may ſerve to ſhew what uſeful 
members of Society ſuch perſons would 
make; though from human Infirmity the 
Reſolver himſelf has ſometimes forgot his 
vow. But perhaps he may be provoked 

to a more exact conduct, when he reads, 

© how grievouſly the Seraphic Mechtildis vita 
diſciplin'd and tortur'd herſelf for having Noche 
once ſpoke an zdle word ; and what a hei- — Tag Pii 
nous Sin ſhe deem'd it to laugh :—that ſecund. 
not a word ever fell from St. Catharine of 
Sienna, that was not religious and Holy :— 
That the lips of Magdalen of Pazzi were 
never opened, but to chant the praiſes of 
God. — That a certain Abbot refuſed to 


«atlift his friend in getting his Ox out of a 
+ quagmire, for fear of meddling with world- Marul. lib. 


ly things ;—and a Monk would not diſco- 33 
ver a thief that ſtole a horſe, becauſe then > © 
he muſt ſpeak of ſecular matters.” | Th $0. 


D 2 4:3 <a 


(20 
As laughter is a faculty peculiar to the Hu- 
man Species, the Reſolution of a Religious 
Melancboliſt entirely to diſcard it may be 
reckon'd a little Efay towards putting away 
the * of a rational Creature. 


§. 8. At firſt the Methodifts, as a ſhew of 
Humility, made it a point not to vide, either 
on Horſeback, or in a Coach : though occa- 
fionally, and for Conveniency fake, they 
have ſince thought proper to deviate from 
Further their Rule. I could no longer, ſays Mr. 
. * Whitefield, walk on foot, as uſual ; but was 
| * conſtrained to go in a Coach, to avoid the 
Hoſanna's of the Multitude. Very pro- 
fane, unleſs it be a falſe print for Huzza's. 
Conform. So was it one of St. Francis's Rules, ©* ne- 
_ 114, ver to ride, but only in Caſes of manifeſt 
1 Neceſſity, or Infirmity.” St. Ignatius 
Loyola, and his meek Society of Jeſuits, al- 
ways walk'd on foot; and could never be 
FranciAn. induc'd to uſe any fort of Carriage. To 
nal. Jeſuit. uſe Chairs, and Chariots was a grievous 


* Sin, and abhor'd by the Society. 


8. 9. Upon the ſame Account fine Chaths, 
and rich Furniture, ſtand abſolutely con- 
demn'd; though in many Caſes they may 
be proper and right, as ſuitable to People's 
Rank, Condition, and Station. And when 
the Cynic, Diogenes, trod diſdainfully upon 
a fine Carpet of Plato's, ſaying, © ſee how I 


trample 


(21) 
trample upon Plato's Pride. The Phi- 
laſopber juſtly anſwer'd, © but with greater 
Pride of thy own. eh 

Mr. Weſley gives us this as the general Charager 
Character of a Metbodiſi, He cannot a- oy" 
adorn himſelf, on any pretence, with Gold, No. is. 
1 or coſtiy Apparel.” Hence he undertook 
FI that unſucceſsful Diſpute with a Quaker, 

«© who could not be convinc'd of any harm 
ce in co/tly Apparel, or Furniture, fo that it; Journ. 
ce were Plain.“ * 

St. Francis would always wear Appa- Conform. 
rel of the vilef Sort; never any thing that fel. 40. 
was Sumptuous: that being an extinction & 

Grace. — A certain Jeſuit had ſuch in-, r 
fluence on the Ladies, that they threw nal. jeux. 
away all their vain Garments, and whatever p. 317. 
might help to ſet off their Beauty. 

St. Ignatius, by preaching powerfully ndl. Vi- 
againſt fine Chaths, made the Women WEE, yp, _T: 
tear their Hair, and charming Faces, and 
throw away their vain Ornaments.—Mag- 
dalen of Pazzi, when but a Child, would 
reject all ſoft and delicate Chathing, and * 


wear only what was coarſe and ugly. 3 


$. 10. But oh! (as a part, or conſe- 

quence of this) how good, and Sarnt-/ike it 

is, to go dirty, ragged, and flovenly? And 

how proufly did Mr. Whitefield therefore iſt Journ. 

take Care of the outward Man? My yr ” 

farel was mean—thought it unbecoming a 
Penitent 


(22) 
Penitent to have powder'd Hair : — I wore 
Moollen Gloves, a patch'd Gown, and dirty 
Shoes.” 
Ribaden- Thus his Predeceflor in Saintſhip “ 1g- 
Vir. Ignat. zatzzs lov'd to appear abroad with old dirty 
Shoes, us'd no Comb, let his Hair clot, and 
would never pair his Nails. — A certain 
Feſuit was /o holy that he had above a hun- 
dred and fifty patches upon his Breeches, 
and proportionably on his other Garments. 
Frane. An- Another had almoſtthree hundred patches: 
nal. Jeſuit. and his Garments atter his Death were 
47, hung up to public View, as an incentive 10 
imitation. And was there not a Reaſon ? 
Conform. For © St. Francis found by certain expe- 
fol. 243- rence, that the Devils were frighted away 
by coarſe rough Garments ; but were ani- 
mated by ſoft Raiment to tempt the wearers. 
And Friar Bartholomew hath laid it down 
as a Rule, that Men muſt have dirty Bodies, 
if they would have pure Souls. 


8. 11. Of this nature likewiſe is their 
utter condemnation of all Recreation and 
Diverſion, in every kind and degree. Mr. 

if Deal. Whztefield laments that, in his younger 
ing, P. 13. Days, © he was not yet convinc'd of the 
abſolute unlawfulneſs of playing at Cards, 
and of reading and ſering Plays.” But 
afterwards, in his Letter from New Brunſ- 
P.7. wick he declares, © that 20 Recreations, 
conſider'd as ſuch, can be znnocent,—T now 


began 


(23) 
began to attack the Devil in his frongeſt 4 Journ. 
holds, and bore Teſtimony againſt the de- 3 
| teſtable Diverſions of this Generation.— 


Dancers pleaſe the Devil in every ſtep— Ib. p. 7. 


Some were very ſtrenuous in defence of 
what they call'd innocent Diverſions, — 
but are contrary to the whole tenour of the 
Goſpel :—not-only ſo many trifling Amuſe- ; Journ. 


ments, but Things which ſhew that the P 5% 59. 


Heart is holy alienated from the Life of 
God.—l hoped we had demoliſhed Satan's Seward's 
ſtrongeſt hold in Philadelphia, the Dancing- Journ. 
School, Aſſemblies, and Mufick-meetings, thoſe*' ** 
Houſes of Baal. | 

And what ſays the Papiſt? © St. Da- 
minic (who had ſuch Power of Adjuration 
over the Devil, as to compel him to anſwer 
truly to all his Queſtions) aſked him what 
was his Opinion concerning the place of 
Recreations; who anſwer'd, with a loud 
and ſcornful laugh, all this Place is my Ribaden. 
own : for here they tell impertinent News, Aug. 4- 


Sc. — St. Ignatius by declaiming againſt gel VI. 


Cards and Dice prevailed upon a whole ta Ignar. 
Town to throw them into the River: —ang®?: . 
there was no more play there for three 
Vears.“ | 
Our love of Recreations and Diverſions 
has indeed confeſſedly exceeded all bounds ; 
and calls loudly for ſome redreſs. But to 
break out wildly againſt every inſtance and 
degree of them, is the direct way to render 
our 
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(24 ) 
our Complaints fruitleſs and ridiculous. It 
has neither Reaſon nor Scripture, to ſup- 
port it. But Moderation, Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture are Things unregarded by Entbu/iaſts ; 
who mult a& in Character. They cannot, 
they dare not allow any thing that carries 
the name or face of Recreation and Chear- 


fulneſs; for fear of diſperſing a little of that 


black bile, that gloomy humour, which is 
the moſt eſſential Ingreatent, in their Re- 
ligion. 


§. 12. As to the ſeeming contempt of 
Money, you may ſee, if you pleaſe, and 
admire Mr, Weſley's Declamatory rant; 
« As to Gold and Silver ] count it dung and 
droſs: I trample it under my Feet. I 
eſteem it juſt as the mire in the Streets. 
Alt muſt indeed paſs through my Hands; 
but ſhall only paſs through : it ſhall not 
reſt there. None of the Accurſed things 
; ſhall be found in my Tent, when the Lord 
calleth me hence, &c. 

But even this falls ſhort of St. Francis. 
He had ſuch a deteftation of Money, that, 
if by chance he found any in the way, he 
would not permit himſelf, or Brethren, ſo 
much as to touch it. Once the Devil, to 
enſnare him, laid a Purſe in his way, 


ſeemingly full of Money. But he knowing 


it was a Devil's trick forbids his Companion 
to take it up: who ſtrongly preſſing to do 
it 


(25) 
it for the ſake of giving to the Poor, St. N 
Francis aſſented: and upon opening the 
Purſe out ſtarts the Devil in the ſhape of 
a Serpent, and ſuddenly diſappear d, Purſe 
and all. — Hence he ſolemnly reſolv'd to 
ſtick to Poverty as long as he liv'd. — Money fol. 217. 
was to him the moſt execrable of things; 
he gave it a hearty curſe, and fled from it 
as from the Devil, Dung, and Money, and 
Satan were the fame thing to him.—He 
orders a Friar, who had placed in a Win- fol. 219. 
dow ſome Money collected at the Altar, 
to take it in his Mouth, [for the Rule would 
not permit to touch it with his Fingers, 
and go out and throw 'it upon the dung of 
an Aſs.” —St. Ignatius indeed (as well as 
the Merhodifts) © would ſometimes con- Bart. Vit. 
deſcend to accept of ſome ſmall pieces of 2 
Money, to give to the Poor. — But St.“ 
Phil. Nerius was ſuch a lover of Poverty, 
that he frequently beſought Almighty God 
to bring him to that State as to ſtand in - 
need of a Penny, and find no body that Ribaden. 
would give him one, p. 369. 
The Profeſſion bf Poverty, as well as 
Chaſtity, is indeed the common Vo of all 
the Monaſtic Orders; the Inſtitution of 
which is call'd the moſt perfect State of Life. 
But either by means of 'papal Relaxations 
and Indulgencies, or their own carnal Af- 
fections, both theſe Vous are commonly 
*obſerv'd alike. One Conſtitution of the Je- 
E ſuits 


(26) 
ſuits in particular is—Food, Raiment, and 
Bed of the vie ſort, for their * bi- 
Conſt. 25. age Proficiency. 


& 13. Another bait to catch Admirers 
and very common among Enthuſiaſts, is a 
reſtleſs impatience and inſatiable thirſt of 
Travelling, and undertaking dangerous 
Voyages, for the Converſion of Infidels ; to- 

gether with adeclar'd Contempt of all dangers, 
pains, and Sufferings. They muſt dire, 
hbue and pray for ill Uſage, Perſecution, 
Martyrdom, Death and Hell. 
Accordingly, our {tinerant Methodi/ts are 
fond of expreſſing their Zeal on this Ac- 
count. Mr. Whitefeld, fays, © when Letters 
came from Meſſrs. Weſleys, and Ingham, 
their Fellow-Labourer, — their Accounts 

d my Soul, made me even long to go 
abroad for Ged too: — though too weak in 
body! felt at times ſuch a ſtrong Attrac- 
tion in my Soul towards Georgia, that I 
thought it almoſt trreſiſtible.— The 
Thoughts of it crowded continually i in upon 

Farther me. — Upon reading this (Letters from 

Dealings, abroad for more Labourers) my Heart leaped 

7. 7 within me, and as it were ecchoed to the 
: Call. was impatient to go abroad.” 

Mr. Weſley ſets forth pathetically, and 
not without ſome Degree of inſult on the 
regular Minjters who ſtay at home, — 

66 «heir Deſire of going on in toil, in weari- 


neſs, 


(27) 

neſs, in painfulneſs, in cold and hunger, 
—Summer-ſun, and winter-rain and wind, 
upon the naked head; perils by land, 
perils by water ;—hurried away to America, 
— a readineſs to go to Ania or China. 
And much more in the Spirit of rambling 
Sufferings, and Martyrdom.” | 

But all this only ſhews the natural an- 
ertled humour, the rapid motion of En- 
thufiaſtic heads. And we may aſſure them 
that the zealous impatience, and real wand- 
rings and ſufferings of Popiſb Fanatics, are 


by all Accounts greatly fperior. © Oh Lit, 
how many times have the Nuns ſeen their No. 50- 


Sifter of Pazzi drunk with zeal for the 
Converſion of Sinners and Infidels, run 
about the Chyfters and Gardens, and other 
places, bemoaning herſelf that ſhe was not 
a Man — to go abroad, and gain erring 
Souls.” | 

The Wind-mill is indeed in all their 
Heads. And in fad# tis almoſt incredible 
what Miſeries were endur'd by St. Francis, 
in his Heroic Voyage to convert the Sultan 
of Egypt; in that of St. Anthony into 
Africa, to convert the Moors, and of St. 
Ignatius to convert the Turks : Exploits 
much more dangerous and terrible than a 
Voyage to the Weft-Indres, c. 

As to their /ove of diſgrace; it muſt 
fairly be owned, in a great meaſure, to 
be trur. Otherwiſe they would never have 
| E 2 Publiſhed 
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Publiſhed that Collection of their own Fool- 
eries and faults, extravagant whimſies, and 
preſumptions, pretenſions, Sc. in their 

TJournals,— _ 
Sometimes indeed we find Mr. We/ley 
bitterly and feelngly complaining of the 
Scoffs, both of the Great Vulgar, and the 
ſmall ; contempt and reproach of every 
kind; ſometimes more than verbal affronts, 
ſtupid, brutal violence; — and (in a moſt 
elegant ſtyle) from the Scum of Cornwall, 
1 the rabble of Bilſton and Darleſton, zhe 
App. p. wild beaſts of Walſal, and the Turnkeys of 
119, 136. Newgate,” But, at other times, the note 
is changed ; — © and with -regard to con- 
tempt, hate, calumny, Perſecution, &c. 
— till he is thus deſpiſed, no man is in 
a State of Salvation. — Being deſpiſed is 
' abſolutely neceſſary to our doing good in 
3 Journ. the world. —God forbid that you ſhould 
P. 35 7 be otherwiſe than generally ſcandalcus ; I 

had almoſt ſaid univerſally,” 

3 Journ. Mr. Whitefield rejoices exceedingly at 
P-45- the thought, that they ſhould one day be 
ſent to Priſon. —Refreſhed with the news, 
that the Landlord would not let us ſtay 
under his roof; —and at the ſweets of op- 
3 poſition; — receiving a blow from a Cud- 
p. 8. gel-player with the utmoſt leu Again, 
he is quite in haſte for Perſecution, call- 
ing upon the Devil to bring it on. The 
hour of Perſecution is not yet come. I 
really 


(29) 
really wonder it comes no faſter, Satan, 4 Journ: 
why fleepeſt thou ? HITS 

Mr. Seward “ truſts that, for the Bre- Ibid. p.24. 
thren's ſake, he could leap into a burning 
fiery furnace, without fear of the flames, 
which would ſerve as a fiery Chariot to 
carry his Soul to God.” 

The ſame obe of contempt, abuſe and 
injury; the ſame ardent tbirſt after Perſe- 
cution and Martyrdom poſſeſſed their Com- 
petitors in propagating true Religion. 

6 St. Francis wiſhes, and gives orders, Conform. 
that he may be diſgraced by all. He nook 
was not able to reſt for the burning defire p. 762. 
of Martyrdom.” | 

St. Ignatius defired to be mock'd and 
laugh'd at by all; —in the fervour of his 
mind would have gone about the ſtreets 
naked, and like a fool; that the boys of 
the Town might have made ſport with 
him, and thrown dirt upon him. — St. Ribaden, 
Dominic defired to be contemned, and 535- 
trampled upon by all the world ;—took 
great pleaſure in viſiting the Villages, where 
he was affronted and abuſed ; — had a Ibid. 
longing to die for Chriſt by the moſt ex- 579. 
quiſite and bitter pains. — St. Anthony _ 
moſt earneſtly begged of Almighty God, the _ 
favour and grace of Martyrdom. 

The zealous Magdalen of Pazzi made a Lite, 
Proteſtation to delight in contempt and con- No. 40. | 
fuſion, as God delights in himſelf. For | 

that 
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that confuſion is ny Centre, as God is his 
own Centre, 

St. Tereſa ſtrongly burns for Martyr- 
dom at fix or ſeven years of age; — and 
afterwards for many years had wiſhed, 
that her whole life were full of Suffering 

Ibid. pag. and Perſecutions. And the Teſuits have, 
788, 800. in an eſpecial manner, with great alacrity 
devoted themſelves (and I wiſh they had 
never devoted any hut themſelves) to the 
Franc. An. flames, the ſword, or any ſpecies of Perſe- 
nal. p. 14-cution.” 

Tis obvious here to remark, — how 
little the Methodi/ts know of their own 
Spirits, and what danger they would be in 
of failing (which may be proved too in 
fact) in a ſuffering hour : That they, 
who are of ſuch an unſteady temper, and 
ſo often fall into fears, dejeftons, deſer- 
tions, deſpondencies, &c. are ſome of the 
laſt men living that ſhould be ſo impor- 
tunate for expoſing themſelves : — And 
that this conduct may well be look'd upon 
as a falſe ofentation of. 2tal, and high pre- 
. ſumption in any of the moſt fleady Chrij- 

tians ; ſeeing the Lord hath commanded 
© to. watch and pray, leſt ye enter into 
Temptation; to pray, that God would not 
lead us into Temptation, but deliver us 
from evi; and, when ye are perſecuted in 
one city, fly unto another.” 


$. 14. 


( 34) 


8. 14. The pious cruelty of Corporal 
Severities, or mortification by tormenting 
the fleſh, is another common method of 
gaining a reputation for Sanctity. Such as 
long and rigorous faſtings; gaſhing and 
flaying the body with ſcourges, and thoſe 
armed with rowels and ſharp tags; rolling 
naked in thorns and thiſtles, &c. The 
accounts we have of theſe unnatural ex- 
erciſes among Peop/h Fanatics are of that 
nature and degree, as ſcarce to be credit- 
ed, or exceeded; and what our own D!:ſ- 
ciplinarians cannot, in any tolerable mea- 
ſure, pretend to come up to. Something 
however of this kind we have from their 
own relation, 


Mr. Whitefield ſays of the Methodiſts i in 1 Deal- 


general at Oxford, * — « they kept their 
bodies under, even to an extreme. And 
of himſelf— though I ſometimes fell in- 
to Senſuality; — ] left off eating fruit, and 
the like; — J faſted twice a week. — In 
Lent eat nothing (except on Sunday) but 
Jage tea without ſugar, and coarſe bread, 
—eat the worſt ſort of food; canſtantly 
walked out in the mornings, till part of 
one of my hands was quite black. This, 
with continued abſtinence and inward con- 
flicts, ſo emaciated my body—that I could 
ſcarce creep up ſtairs, —and was _ 
to have a Phy/ician.” 

Under 
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Bullar. 
Vol. I. 


p. 227. 


1 Journ. 


Jan. 30, 


1735: 
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Under ſuch a high principle of mortifi- 
cation, St. Bridget reſolved to eat no- 
thing but bread and water, and (becauſe 
that was not bitter enough) would needs 
hold Gentian-root commonly in her mouth. 
— St. Alcantara choſe wormwood for his 
diet. — A Franciſcan would always dip 
his bread in wormwood-water.—St, Francis 


. of Rome would eat bitter herbs without 


oil.“ 

St. Ignatius was always exerciſing ſuch 
kind of auſterities, and always dangerouſ- 
ly ill by them. He, and many others, 
brought themſelves to death's door; and 
were compelled to have recourſe to Phy- 
fictans and Surgeons. 

Mr. Weſley oftentatiouſly boaſts, * of 
bearing heat and cold on the naked head, 


rain and wind, froſt and ſnow, as ſome of 


p. 119. their ſmalleſt inconveniencies.”—And ano- 


ther time he tells us, Our bed being 
wet, I laid me down on the for, and 
ſlept ſound till morning. And I believe 
I ſhall not find it needful to go to bed, as 
*tis called, any more.” But his old Friends 
out-ſtrip him. St. Ignatius uſed no other 
bed than a board, or the bare ground. St. 
Dominic the ſame ; and fifty others of the 
choſen Antichriſtian Saints. 2 
St. Francis happening once to uſe a 
pillow, on account of illneſs, the Devil 
got into his pill, and made him _ 


( 33.) 
all night. But upon his ordering the pil. 


low, with the Devil in it, to be carried, 
away, he preſently recovered.” fol. 53. 


Whether Mr. W:fley has not went to 
bed ſince that time others may know as 


well as himſelf. But tis caſy to foreſee, 


that in ſome future Calendar, or Legend of 


the Saints, with what probability it may 
be inferted, Jan. 30, 1735. From this 

day Mr. 7 Weſley never went to bed any 
more; but always lay on the bare ground, 
in imitation of the Saints, Ignatius, Fran- 
cis, &c. 


And however ridiculous or improbable 


this may be thought; I am fully per- 
ſwaded that many, if not moſt, of the 
Stories, with which the Pope's Religious 
Romances are ſtuffed, have been raiſed upon 
a /lighter foundation. Other inſtances of 
this nature will come afterwards. 

But however that may happen; the 
Apoſtle, I am ſure, condems, as uſeleſs and 


ſuperſtitious, that apudia os, the not 


ſparing of the body. And it has frequently 
proved nothing leſs than Self-murther. 
But 'tis requifite this voluntary falſe ſhew 
of humility ſhould be ſometimes kept up, 
that common Chriſt:ans may be thought to 
walk according to the %; and the new 
Reformers alone be preſumed as followers 
of an abſtemious and = ri * l Ae. 


8. 15. 
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& 15. To theſe ſufferings may be added 
— the ſtruggles and pangs of the new 
birth, almoſt equal to the torments of Hell, 
— Aerelictions, terrors, deſpairings, com- 
bats with Satan, &c. Of which more in 
the Sequal. | 

A word or two at orelegt of their will- 
ingneſs, and ardent deſire to endure pain 
and torment, even Hell itſelf for the Love 
of God, and advancement of his Glor' 

Among ſome Entbuſiaſtical Ranters, Pa- 
piftical Myſtics, and others, ſuch an ex- 
ceſſive and difintereſted Love of God has 
been infifted on, as ſhould oblige us to 
love him, though we were ſure of being 
damned; and even 0 keep up that love 
during the whole eternal State of damna- 
tion. 

As I have been no great dealer in ſuch 
Authors, I ſhall let the Jeſuit Nieremberg 
ſpeak for all; who makes this a nęceſſary 


De Ado- Confeſſion of a true Penitent. I would 
=—_ 1. willingly for the ligheſt and moſt venial 


Lib. z. 
Cap. i. 


Sin ſuffer the torments of Hell, —and even 
for another's 8in.— I defire to go to Hell, 
and be at the feet of Lucifer, Judas, &c. 
But am fo great a Sinner, as to be unworthy 
even of a place there, — There is no per- 


Fet# Love, or repentance, unleſs for the 


leaſt Sin you are willing to bear the Yor- 
tures of Hell.” bg 
r, 


Weſley plainly * this doctrine 
for 15 own, when he ſays, © I was ſur- 1 Journ. 


prized to find one of the moſt controvert- 
ed Queſtions in Divinity, difinterefled Love, 
decided by a poor old man, without edu- 
cation, or learning, or any inſtructor; but 
the Spirit of God. I aſked him what he 
thought of Paradiſe? — He faid, to be 
ſure, it is a fine place. But I do not 
mind that. I do not care what place I 
am in. Let God put me where he will, 
or do with be hs will, ſo I may ſet 
forth his honour and glory.“ 

One might here obſerve, how eaſy a 
thing it is for perſons, who deem them- 
ſelves Favourites of Heaven, in the heat of 
imagination to talk at this rate. But does 
the Doctrine of Aſſurances convince them, 
that they could dwell in Everlaſting burn- 
ings, without complaining, or any abate- 


ment of the Love of God? And beſides, 


how idle is it to be putting an «#: 


caſe; and to ſuppoſe it con/iftent with the 


glory of God, his efſenttal goodneſs, and 
goodneſs to 8 that any true Penitent 
and true Lover of God ſhould finally be 


condemned to Hell-torments'? 


Mr. Weſley in that exorbitant ftrain, 


Doom, if thou canſt, to endleſs pains, 
And drive me * tby face, B 


F 2 


p. 18. 


4 Journ. 
in 


N 
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ſeems daringly and preſumptuouſly to bid 


defiance to the. Power or Juſtice of God, 
But in his Anſwer to Mr. Church he ex- 
- plains himſelf thus; © If thou can'ſt de- 
ny thyſelf, if thou can'ſt forget to be gra- 
cious, if thou can'ſt ceaſe to be truth and 
love. All theſe amiable Attributes it 
ſeems muſt be forfeited, if Heaven could 
doom to puniſhment ſuch a precious Soul. 
But this explanation of his looks like eva- 
fon, and could ſcarce be his original mean- 
ing : But God's power, or juſtice muſt be 
intended; becauſe he ſpeaks of God's 
Love, in the very next lines, by way of 
diſtinction, or as the oppoſite alternative, 


But if tby ſtronger lov conflrains, 
Let me be ſaved by Grace. 


§. 16. We find other expreſſions and 

notions, which imply either a Stoical in- 
ſenſibility under pain and torture; or elſe 

a deſire of them; not the leaſt deſire of 
having them removed, or aſſuaged, though 

| felt in the higheſt degree. As that of Mr. 
4 Journ. Weſley, produced for © an inſtance of that 
p. 50, 51- ſtrange truth, that the ſervants'of God ſuffer 
nothing. —lI dined with one, who told me 

in all implicity, Sir, I thought laſt week 

there could be no ſuch reſt as you deſcribe, 

none in the world, wherein we ſhould be 

ſo free as not to deſire eaſe in pain. But 

| God 
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God has taught me better. For on Friday 
and Saturday, when I was in the ftrongeſt 
pain, I never once had one moment's defire 
of caſe.” 

Mr. Weſley's having diſcourſed of this, 
and deſcribed it to the perſon concerned, 
ſufficiently ſhews it to have been his 
doctrine. Let us ſee if it cannot be PO 
lelled from the Papacy. 

St. Francis viſited with the moſt grie- 
vous ſufferings would by no means allow 
them to be called pains; and throwing 
himſelf on the ground with a violence, 


that almoſt broke his bones, begs of Gd Bonavent. 
to add to his ſufferings an hundred fold; — 4 


deſires a continuance and renewal of tor- 


ment, —and even to deſpair and derelice Conform. 
tion. — At another time, however, he is fol. 40, 41. 


in a quite d:ferent mood; and his zeal 
wr ee with prudence, when a real and 


ſenſible torture was before his eyes. 


Fe or“ being cg to undergo a Caute- 
rizing for a diſeaſe in his eyes, he was ſo 
frighted with the Sight of the red-bot-iron, 
that he commanded the iron in the name 
of Chriſt ſo to temper its heat, that he 
might ſweetly feel the burning. And when 
the h:/ing iron was plung'd into his ten- 
der fleth, he cried out exultingly, Bleſſed 


be God; for to ſay the truth, the burning ? ok 
fire gave me no moleſtation, nor did any France 


you of the fleſh affect me. 


St. 


(38) 
Bartol. St. Ignatius felt and experienced the 


— throws of regeneration to be as bad as 


350. Hell; and yet is all on fire to promote 


God's glory, though at the loſs of all the 

earth, and even Heaven. | 

Ribaden. St, Tereſa was under great aridities for 

p. 799 22 years; yet never in all that time did it 

come into her thoughts to defire more com- 

fort, and ſhe aſked of the Lord, that ſhe 

might never be without pain. She even 

bore the pangs of the new birth for ano- 

ther, a new Convert; © who having at her 

perſwaſion left certain abominable Sins, but 

ſuch Temptations ſtill remaining, that he 

knew himſelf to be in Hell; — She be- 

ſought the Lord to afſuage the pains of 

that poor Soul; and that the Devils, who 

were the cauſes of it, might come and 

torment her, — And ſhe ſuffered for the 

ſpace of a month the mo? furious and 

Ibid. ffrange pains.— And we have a Pope's Bull 

to aſſure us, that Catharine of Sienna was 

often ſo carried beyond berſelf, that when 

A prick'd, or . beaten, ſhe had not the leaſt 
p. 291. feeling of pain.“ 

'M. Magdalen of Pazzi (a Canoni ed 

Saint) carries this point ſo far, that © ſhe 

defires and entreats her Savior to grant 

her ſuch a ſuffering as is pure gall, the 

bottom of the cup. mixed with wormwood, 

myrrh and vinegar, which he drank on 

the Croſs, without the leaft * 

* either 
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either from Heaven or earth.—And ſhe re- 
ted often, I am not forward and in 
haſte to go to Paradiſe ; for that is not a 
place of ſuffering, but delight. This, in 2 
my opinion, is what is wanting in the State chap. 56. 
of the Bleſſed.” ai 
With reſpect to all this patient enduring, 
or rather love of hardſhips, dangers, pain, 
&c.—it hath been remarked by learned 
Authors, that ſome perſons from conſtitu- 
tional temper and complexion have even 
been fond of bearing the worſt that could 
befall them; could not be eaſy and con- 
tented without them : — that others from 
a flurdy humour and pertinacious reſolution, 
egg'd on by the force of education, emu- 
lation, a point of honour or obſtinate pride, 
have brought themſelves to make light 
of the moſt exquiſite ſufferings and tor- 
tures; ſcarce ſeeming to feel them, and 
even laughing at them: — That when Eu- 
thufiaſm comes in, in aid of this natural or 
acquired ſturdineſs; and Men fancy they 
are upon God's work, and entitled to his 
rewards ; they are immediately all on fire 
N for ruſhing into ſufferings and pain ; and 
forrow is turned into joy before them. The 
ſolid and juſt comforts, which a true Mar- 
tyr receives from above are groundleſſy 
applied to the Counterfert. 
And, at beſt, whatever degree of merit 
our - Methods i/ts may claim on this ſcore ; 
all 


2 
P 
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all is but an humble imitation of- the 
moſt Fanatical Deceivers in the moſt cor-: 
rupt Communton in the Chriſtian world. 


It may morever be, obſerved, that 


both antient and modern Entbuſiaſis al- 
ways take care to ſecure ſome advantage. 
by their Sufferings; and thereby prove 
their Love of God not ſo very diſintereſted. 

For they brag of receiving larger favours, 
and freer Communications toith God under 
their preſſures, or have fuller Man:fe/ta- 
tions of his goodneſs immediately after. 
And eſpecially their chief Security lies in a 
pretended arrival, or approach to a State 
of Perfection, and to an Aſſurance of Sal- 
vation. And who then ſhall be afraid ?, 


A A man need not much ſcruple throwing 


out ſome expreſſions of a readineſs to un- 
dergo pains equal. to Hell, or Hell itſelf; 
who is aſſured, knows and feels that he is 
going into Perfection, and may A_ 
upon Salvation. 

§. 17. But previous to this elevated 
State, (that we may not wander too far 
from the Saint's progreſs) comes their Con- 
verſion; which, as another inſtance of Fa- 


natical peculiarities, they repreſent as ſudden 


and inſtantaneous ; and prepare their Fol- 
lowers to expect It, | 


And 


(4) 

And though I do by no Means deny that 
the Holy Spirit may, or ſometimes deth, by - 
fome . Ad of Grace; throw 
ſuch a light and influence on the Mind of 
Man, as ſuddenly to arreſt him, as it were, 
in the midſt of a witked and unbelieving 
courſe: Vet ſurely this is not to he ex- 
pected of courſe; the ordinary Method of 
Heaven being that of drawing us by gradual 
Means, good Education and Inſtruction; 
improvements by Learning, Reading and | 
Studying the | Holy Scriptures; which di 
rect, in an honeſt and good Heart, to 
grow in Grate, and build up oirfeves in 
our boly Faith; and not preſume that we 
ſhall 2 perfect Men at once.“ 

Thus Nl and being born of God, Welty, : 
are ſaid to be an — Fad ort, af, 22 
once, and in a moment, as lightning.” Ju- : 
Acation, the ſame as Regeneration, and hav- 
ing a kving faith, —this always in a moment. Ib. p. 39. 
— My being horn F God was an Inflanta- 
neous act, enabling me from that moment to 
be more than Conqueror over thoſe Corrup-; Journ, | 
tions, which before I was always a ſlave to. p. 16. 
very many Perſons chang'd in a mo- 
ment, F ſuddenly, as far as 1 have m. p. 49, 
known.— 

By the Words, being faved Ful, in Appl. 
we mean, that in the moment a re-P- 23. 
ceives that Faith, he is ſav d from doubt, 

G tear, 


-- 
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fear; - ſorrow, from all his Sins, vicious 
Deſires, c. | 
And how'ftands the caſe of P, op1fh Er- 
Ribaden. thufiaſts as. to this Article? © Atter St. 
P. 9. Tereſe had long tried to be Holy to no pur- 
poſe, the Lord of hearts did it all in a mo- 
ment; and the was from that time a 

ally chang'd.— 
St. Ignatius, by. a ſudden light 8 
Faith, and the complete, Perfection of Di- 
vine Sanctity:—ſo that be riſeth up a new 
Orland. Mana her feet Man in Chri/t The ſame 
Hiſt J- Saint, by a viſit from. the Virgin Mary and 
„ Grit, bas all Images of obſcenity 
Balingh. wiped from his Heart, and from that anflant 
Rib den. finds no more any ſenſe of Luſt —Another 
p- 307. of their Converts is inſtautiy deliver d from 
Concupiſcence by putting on St, Antbony's 
Sarment.— St. Conrade, a Dominican, after 
having cruelly diſciplin' d himſelf to extin- 
guiſh his irregular Emotions, by the Virgin 
Mary's coming, and anointing his;Reins, 
never more felt the Thorn in the Fleſh.— 
Balingh, Thom, Agui nas had a vifien of Angeli bind- 
Nes. 1. ipg his Loins, and thence forward had not 
Ber. the ſeaſt feeling of Concupiſcence.— And 1 
Rom. could produce ſeven or eight of his Holi- 
* neſs's Saints, who were cur'd of. the ſame 
deſire by vun of Angels appearing, and 
e Wen ew. Proper Iaſtrumengy. *. 


4 Ty . 
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It muſt indeed be confeſs d, that moſt of 
the above-mention'd In/lantaneons Conver- 
fons were from carnal Concupiſcence. But 
unfortunately, no ſuch violent Meaſures 
have been taken with ſome of our eminent 
Methodifts, and their behaviour has been 
ſuch, as to hinder the CS from 
N N in this N-. 


9. 18. Aſter theſe. ſudden a uſu- 
ally they receive their Aſurances of. Salva- 
tion — theſe (as alſo the proofs. of their 
Converſion) are certainly known, heard, ſeen 
or felt; they can aſcertain the 2 . 
time and place of their receiving — * 


ſo many Seals of the Spirit. 

All this hill L. was aſſur d Ged had Whit, | 
forgiven me.—lt: is a dreadful miſtake 2 
deny the Doctrine of Aſurances: — all 
ought to labour after it.— I know numbers, 

whoſe Salvation is written upon their hearts, 

as it were with a Sun-beam:—Prayer for 
Aſſurance of eternal Salvation —Oh! (ſays > Pp. is 
another) J cannot-be-freed from doubting, ” 

till I have more Infallible Aſurances : — 80 Supt 
till I bear Chriſt ſpeaking to me, ſo that 14 Anſwer 
may be ſenſible in that very hour, that it * of 
he that ſpeaxeth. 82 

Then for Mr. Weſley, « I felt Faith in? _ 

Chrift, and an Aſirance was given me, 

that he had taken away my Sins, even mine. 
he uſual method of the Spirit is to give 

ihe] G 2 at 
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at one and the ſame time the forgiveneſs. of 
Sins, and the full Aſſurance of that forgive- 
2 Journ. heſs: yet theſe not always given together. 
p. 60. — In that moment (ſays a Moravian) I be- 
beld the Lamb of God taking away my Sins. 
Ib. p. 66. And from that time I have had Redemption, 
* and full Aſurance of it, — admitting 10 
Agdubt, or fear. —. My Siſter received the 
3 Journ. Atonement on St. Peter's Day.—At that 
p. 17" hour one who had long continued in Sin, 
from a deſpair of finding mercy, receiv'd a 
Full, clear ſenſe of his pardoning love, and 
Ib. p. 42. power 70. in no more. One Perſon could 
Seward's neither eat, nor ſleep, nor read, till Chriſt 

Journ. p. 9. had afſured him of his Saluatia. 
Bonaven- By way of Parallel to theſe Preſumptu- 
or- Vit. ous imaginations, we read, that St. Francis, 
— * K bewailing his Sins in the bitterneſs of his 
Conform. heart,- was by the Holy Ghoſt fully certified 
5” hs of the plenary remiſſion of all his Sins. — 
And once defiring a Barber to ſhave lim 
gratis, for the love of Gad, the Barber re- 
Conform. fus'd, till the Saint had given him full af- 
fol. 238. france of Salvation. — Another boly man felt 
| himſelf fo vehemently mov'd and illumi- 
Manni Selnated, that many ſecrets of God were re- 
85 veal d to him, and he was certified of his 
forgiveneſs and Salvation. A Jeſuit, who 
had much tommerce with God and the Saints, 
was affur'd of his Salvation before the Image 
of the Virgin Mary, by an interior voice; 
filling him with ſo much joy, that -1 

24 | CO 
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could ſcarce contain himſelf, And another | F os. 
. . n N MA 


288, 417. 


19. No marvel than;: if the Profung- 
in riſeth ſtill higher into a fancy of Per. 
feftion;, an unſinning State and wunſpotted; 
while other wretched mortals lye grove- 
ling in the mire of Vice, or at leaft in an 
imperfet# way. To ſuch a high - flown 
pitch may a frantic Imagination be carried. 
This conceited 'notion ſeems,” in a great 
meaſure, to have crept into Methodifen from 


the Moravian Set; one of whom tells Mr. 


rit, that full aſſurance of Faith, which is af. 7+ 


deliverance from every fleſhly deſire, and 
from every outward and inward Sin.“ 
Other Moravian tell him, The moment 
a man 1s:/uſtified he is a new Creature; yet 
ſtill remains the old heart, corrupt and abo- 
minable.—Is there then (ſays Weſley) cor- 
ruption in your heart? Ves, there is corrup- 
tion in my old man, but not in my new 


man. This ſort of corruption they affirm 


to be the Experience of the Moravian 
Church. But Mr. Weftey's People declare 
their Experiences to the contrary (viz.) 
that Corruptions are taken away; — Mr. 
Weſley urgeth, -* was there then .inward 
Corruption in our Lord? or, cannot the 
Servant be as his Maſter? — It muſt be 


ow'd, that Mr. Weſley contends againſt: 
2M the 


pag- 
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the Meoravinns for the uſe of external means, 

for Prayer, Sacraments, reading the. Scrip+ 

' .Zure, &c. And for this reaſon. he ſays, 

*I met with a ſurprizing inſtance of the 

Power of the Devil ; Mrs, = on a ſud- 
den threw away the Bible, ſaying ; I am. 

good enough. I will never read, or pray 
more. don't defire to be any better than 

I am.,—I am; ſav'd, —I ail. nothing; ſhe 

ſpoke many things to the ſame effect, 
plainly ſhewing that the Spirit of Pride 

4 Journ, and of Lies had - full. Dontinion over 

p- 66. her y | 

I ſhall make a few frietures upon this 
Article. By that ſubtle diſtinction of the 
| Meravians we may be drawn into a conceit, 
that any Perſon may indeed Sin, and be 
obnoxious to Divine wrath, when he con- 
fiders only the od man in him; but by 

leading that his new man is innocent and 
guiltleſs, he is in no danger. Juſt as if one 
among ourſelves ſhould allow himſelf to 
ſwear, or drink, as be is a Gentleman; ; but 
not as he 2s a Clergyman. 

In the diſpute whether or no Corruption: 
are taken away, Experiences are produc'd 
on both fides of the Queſtion: we have 
Experiences againſt Fxperiencesz thoſe of 
the Moravians againſt thoſe of the Weſieyans. 
Which tallies exactly with the Revelation 
and Miracles alledg'd by both Parties among 


tho nn in their grand Controverly, 
between 
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between the Dominicans and Francifeant, 
concerning the Immaculate GOA of the 
R Mary. 

Again; the Movavians have n to 
outward Morli Prayer, Sacrament, &r. 
but yet are zealous for ſome remainders of 
Gorruption neceſſarily ſticking to us. The 
Weſteyans - contend ſtrongly for 
Works; but at the ſame time are eagerly 
maintaining the poſſibility of an anſizning 
Perfection. A rare choice, take which you 
pms Nin 

Mr. HWeſbey's Text of Scripture brought 
in proof of ſuch a perfect ſtate: (cannot the 
— be as his Maſter? ) is evidently 

lied. For it relates only to outward 

erings, which our Lord's Diſciples were 

to undergo. as well as himſelf; but has no 

relation to freedom from inward N 

to a ſinleſ Perfection; which belongs to 

Chriſt alone. But on this head I refer the 
Reader to Mr. Church's Remarks on Weſley's 

Journal, page 30—and 60. —Eſpecially to 

Farther Remarks, page 114.— 

But not to forget our Parallel. Tis ſaid Brev. Fr. 
in the Poprſh Liturgies of St. Francis (and ntl 
indeed of ſeveral others) This man sol. 89, & 
tranſgreſſed not one jot or title of ' the 07: 
Goſpel; that Adam did not Sin in him; 
he being ſo perfect. And this purity of 
his is given as a reaſon why he ſometimes 


— in public. fark naked) without 
being 


Conform. 
fol. 274. 


Trithem. 
$. _ 
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being aſhamed; for had he been polluted, 
he muſt have had ſome ſenſe of ſhame.— 
His twelve Apoſtles too (whom he chcſe. 
in imitation of Chriſt) tranſgreſſed not. a 
titth of the Gofpel, Nor did Adam fin in 
St. Bonaventure.” | 

The Fratricelli, or little Brothers, « 
branch of the Franti/ſcans, ſtifly main- 
tained the Doctrine of Perfection; aflert- 
ing, that a man may in this life attain to 
ſo great | as to live. without Sin; 
— and then he is above Ordinances in 
Church and State.” See Stulling fleet of 
Idelatry, Page 255. 

Almoſt all the Saints and Founders of 
their Societies and Orders gained the Sum- 
mit of Evangelical Perfection: as a foun- 
dation for merit, and adiration. Nor do 
I ſee but that their modern Imitators may” 
one day or other be advanced to. theſe 


inſolent claims. 


F. 20. And where will theſe 30 Ex- 
thufiaſts ſtop? For we find them next. 
ſoaring above the earth, taking a flight.to 
Heaven, and ſtealing thence the — 
light and fire ; in order to compaſs effectu- 
ally their own, and other's de/ufion.. No- 
thing leſs than Inſpirations, Revelations, 
Num nations, and all the extraordinary and 
immediate actions of all the Perſons in 
the Sacred Trinity will ſerve their turn. 


80 


Li 
. ad 

So. that now every flaſh of . Zeal and devuo- 
tion; every wild pretenſe ton; — 1 tenet, 
and over-beari; ng diftate ; impulſes, im- 
4 Mens, feelings, impetuous Tranſports and 

Raptures; intoxicating vapours and fumes 
of Imagination; Phantoms of a crazy brain, 
and uncouth effetts of a diſtemper d mind, 
or body; thetr ſleeping, or waking dreams; 
their actions and paſfions, &c.—all are aſ- 
cribed with an amazing Preſumption to 
the extraordinary interpoſition of Heaven, 
ſetting its Seal to their Miſion. In ſhort, 
whatever they think, fay, or do, is from 
Cod; and whatever oppoſeth, and ſtands 
in their way, is from the Devil. | 

Here we have the true Spirit, and | 
very Eſſence f Enthifiaſm, that unground- 
ed pretence to Inſpiration; which of courſe 
makes men peremptory and pertinacious, 
ſets them above carnal reafonings, and all 
conviction of plain Scripture ; and obligetn 
them upon their own Principles to af- 
ſame an Infallibility. This is what the 
whole Tribe of Faid have caught hold 
of, as the moſt ſpecious Engine to delude 
the credulous, ſimple and unwaty, and 
what i is neceſſary for carrying on their En- 
terprizes in the moſt dextrous and ſure 
manner. Fot though Fnthufiaſm may 
ſometimes, or uſually,” ſet out with an in- 
nocent and well- -meaning heart ; yet ſuch 


a ſimplicity is of no long eontinuance: 
# H Project 
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Prejects increaſe, and oppoſition ariſeth , 
and then it quickly takes to its affiſtance 
the ſeveral artifices of management and 
craft. 


PRESENCES, &c. 


F. 21. The ſpecial and extraordinary 
Preſences of God ſo much boaſted of by 
the Methodiſts, eſpecially Mr. Whitefield, 
are almoſt without number : So that *tis 
needleſs to mention particulars. Such as, 


The Preſence of the Lord was with me 


wonderfully :;—1I felt more than common 
of the Divine Preſence : — Felt an eſpecial 


Preſence of God in my private buſineſs, 
& 


But they ſometimes give us ſuch groſs 


accounts, and ſuch ſtrong expreſſions, as 
if God were perſonally attending upon them 


in a vi/ible and corporal manner, 


Gad was indeed there, riding in the 
Congregation, and breathing life and cou- 
rage into his Lambs. — Jeſus has been with 


me much 70-day ;—at another time he was 


with me or the road: — but Oh! how was 


he with me at Abergavenny? — I en- 
treated him. to meet again, and he came 


Orlandin. 


35 


2. p. 15. 


In like manner, Brother Ledeſma (a 
Jeſuit) had his mind ſtrongly confirmed by 
frequent experiences of God's . 
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God was with him at Cologn, then at 
Auſpurgh, then at Bruſſels, next at Nome. 

ore grofly ſtill. © In the morning, 
ſays Mr. Whitefield, I talked with God in 
the garden, as a man talketh with hrs 
friend.” And would you have the Coun- 
terpart of this? © St. Patric abſolutely Meſling- . 


LS refuſed to go forth to preach, till the Lord n. e a8. 


met him face to face; — and the Lord 

did ſo. „ ſpoke to the beloved face Rer. Mo- 

of St. Gertrude, as a man is wont fork _ . 
eak to his friend. — St. natius actually 

Jaw Jeſus walking before him.—And GodImag. 

often talked with him face to face, as a — 1 

man ſpeaketh unto his friend. TORY 
See again how God attends them in their 

Sermons. © The Lord gave me the Text 

I preached upon ;—and directed me to a, | 

method, as I was going up the Pulpit-fairs.” p. 66. 

So ſays Whitefield of himſelf. And we 

have as good Authority, that“ the Virgin 

Mary came and held the Boat for a Dom 

nican while he read his Sermon; and that 

ſhe ſuggeſted every word to another, as He Balingh. 

was preaching an Extempore Sermon. A Aug 4+ 

certain Jeſuit, who had enjoyed God's Franc. 

Preſence continually, ſees Cbriſ in the Pal fu. Je: 

pit lifting up his hands, and Sigg bim. 230. 

Then for the Divine Preſence at their 

Love: feats: The Lord came, brought 

us into his Bangueting-bouſe, and ſet his | 

Banner over us, that the Enemy could not- 
AT H 2 come 


Letters. 
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come nigh us.” And in an account the 
moſt groſs, at a general Love-feaſt our 
Dear Maſter being invited, came, and ſat 
at the head of the Table, and bid me give 


his people to eat.” Would one think ſuch 


Stuff could be paralleled? But, among 
the Popiſts, Bzovius aſſures us, that 722 


being invited comes and eats with tome 
An. 1246, Children, and invites them again to his 


A Heavenly Table. And the Author of the 


Pag. 56. 


Life of St. Veronica, a modern Enthuſtaſtic 
Saint (publiſhed by Dr. Geddes) ſays, that 
Veronica at a Banquet ſaw. our Saviour ſeat 
himſelf at the * of the Table in a 
. 

Nor is one egg more like another than 
this Parallel; except that the Methodift 
expreſſeth the thing more ſtrongly and 
circumſtantially. 

And ſeeing I am upon the Subject of 
God's Preſence; one thing more may be 
added, tending to encourage the notion of 
the real corporal Preſence in the Sacrifice of 


r Jour. the Maſs. „ A Methodiſt, ſays Mr. 
po Fe ey, went to receive the Sacrament, but 


Furth. 
Dealing. 
P. 22. 


cified, and evidently ſet forth before us? 


with a heart as hard as a ſtone; —when 
God was pleaſed to let him ſee a Crucified 
Saviour : — I ſaw the fountain opened in 
his fide. — At the early Sacraments, — 

how often have We ſeen Jeſus Chriſt cru- 


And 
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And why is_not this as good an Argu- 
ment for Tranſub/tantiation as the © ſeveral 
Auſbly appearances produced by the Papiſts; 
by Bellarmin, and others? Or, as the De 8a. 
reaſon of inſtituting the Feafts of Corpus IA 
Criſii (the Body of Chriſt) by Pope UF: tis. ; i | 
ban IV. Becaufe he was affured it had cap. 8. 
been revealed to certain Catholics? Which — 
was only to two fanatical Women in a Condit. 1. 
Viſion. — Or what more is there in the 
account that © St. Tereſa often ſaw Chriſt Ribaden. 
in the Sacrament? — Or that, while St. N 1. 
Hugo was celebrating Maſs, the Sacred gend. 
Ho being elevated appeared plainly in Ang 
the form of Chrift 7” 

One can hardly indeed believe, that 
our Methodiſts in theſe groſs expreſſions 
intend to be underſtood in a Literal Senſe"; 
But we know not what effect they 
may have upon weak, credulous, and ſu- 
perſtitious minds; eſpecially when 1mprov- 
ed by future Comments, or the help of 
Tradition.” Tis certain that diverſe Rhe-  _ * 
torical flouriſhes of this ſort, and other little .. 
Superſtitions, have gradually ſwelled into 
the moſt falſe and abſurd Doctrines, as 
well as into rank [dolatry; and the world 
is covered with a deluge of monſtrous Le- 
gendary tales, which were rot . as 
mall a fountain.” 


B Ld 1191 4. a. 
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F. 22. Cloſely connected with Preſences 
are thoſe familiar Communications and Con- 
verſations with the. Deity; full of the moſt 
ſweet, tender, amorous Sentiments and ex- 
preſſions. ? TU | 
1 Journ. Oh! what ſweet Communion, fays 
Mr. Whitefield, had I daily vouchſafed 
from God? —I cannot tell how tenderly 
I am carried by our Dear Saviour from 
Letter. day to day: — ! lean on Feſus's beſom from 
morning to night; yea, all the day long. 
I ſweetly leaned on my Saviour s boſom, 
and ſucked out of the breaſts of his Confo- 
lation.” And how wonderfully Poetical 
and moving is that Divine imitation of ſome 
earthly rapturous Lover? Early in the 
morning, at noon-day, evening, and mid- 
night, nay all the day long did the. Bl:fſed 
Saviour vilit and refreſh my heart, Could 
the tres of a certain wood near Stonehouſe 
beat, they would tell what ſweet Commu- 
_ nion I and ſome more Dear Souls enjoyed 
p. 15. With the ever Bleſſed God there. 
For theſe five days, ſays Mr. Seward, I 
2 have kept my bed, had every day ſweet 
_ Sy Communion with my. Dear Lord Teſus, 
who filled me with his fulneſs. Went 
to reſt in the arms of my Lord Jeſus, — 
of my ſweet Saviour, — in his boſom.c— 
Went to reſt full of a Senſe of my own 


nothingneſs, 


| (5s) 
nothingneſs, and ſighing for the preſence of Page 32. 
my. Dear Lord Jeſus. | 
This bids fair for coming up in due time 
to his Rival Saints. For Chriſt appeared 
to St. Francis and his Brethren ; and giv- O fem. 
ing them his Bleſing they felt ſuch ag 2. 
ſweetneſs as quite ravi/hed them. — He. 
was indeed often viſited, and recreated 
our Lord with ineffable ſweetneſs ; — bad 
many ſuch Viſitations, Illuſtratians, and 
Cheriſhings.—St. Ignatius receiving a viſſt Ribaden. 
from the Father and the Son, — The Fa-?793—+ 
ther turning to the Son recommends to his 
favour Ignatius and bis Brethren ; which 
the Son promiſeth [ooking ſweetly and a- Bartol. Vi- 
miably upon Ignatius. | ta Ignat. 
St. Felix, a Franciſcan, burned with 
ſuch an exceſſive love towards the Virgin 
Mary and Jeſus, that not able to bear it, 
he requeſted her to come to him, and 
bring her Son. She did ſo: and it cannot 
be expreſſed what a power of Heavenly © 
Confolations he felt. —St. Anthony had often Balingh: 
familiar Converſations with God, — recre- Via 18. 
ating him with extraordinary cotnforts, and 
Divine Viſitations.— The little Jos would 
come ſometimes and ſit upon his Book, 
ſometimes be under his arms; whom the gibaden. 
holy man embraced with wonderful De- p. 391, 
votion. E | | 9H 
The Jeſuit Berman for a relief in Balingh. 
all his complaints takes refuge in the 2. 13, 


& 20. 


breaſt 


Jdem. 
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breaſt and boſom of the Virgin Mary.. For 


ſhe was ſometimes pleaſed to come and 
give her Volaries Suck, Once ſhe brought 


her Son, and put him into bed to St. 


Staniflaus, which cured him of his ill- 
neſs; comforting and recreating her Cli- 
ent, and refreſhing him with a very copious 


Aug. 14. ſuavity. — Nor was it any uncommon 


thing for her to bring the beloved Child to 
ſome oi her precious Saints, to be dandled, 
kiſſed and embraced in bed, which quite 
overcame them with joy: as it did St. 
Lucia, who had him with her for three 


nights together.” See Brevint's Samuel 


and Saul, Page 396. For it was not uſual, 
or fit, to deprive the Female Devotees of 
this delightful Communion. Accordingly 
we are aſſured, that © once Chriſt came, 
in company with St. Dominic, to viſit Te- 
reſa : Chriſt ſoon withdrew, and bad her 
recreate herſelf with his friend Dominic; 


who ſtayed with her two hours, took her 


by the hand, and ſpoke many comfortable 


words to bes. =— Jeſus indeed was her 


Spouſe ; — and ſhe had certain enjoyments 


of great guſts and conſolations,—and cried 


cout to him, O my Lord, and my Spouſe, 


tis now time for us to fe one another; 


and ſhe ſpoke to him ſuch high, feet, 


Id, . p. 802. and amorous things, &Cc.” 


Such is the /anguage and effec of * ſpiri- 
tual love among Popiſh Fanatics, in in the 
| very 
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very words of their applauded and Licenſed 
Writers; enough to give one a ſurfeit, 
and a thorough diſtaſte of their pad 


tical tmitators. 


$ 23. 1 cannot here forbear vunkriding 
that Seraphic Rhapſody of Divine Love F. 19 
from Mr. Wefley's Third Journal, (though 
Jam not certain whether he is deſcribing 
his wn caſe, or that of = another Saint) 
wherein he ſo pathetically paints out the 
Fauxurzixey "EewTes, the Sweet-bitter of love; 
the alternate languiſhments and exultations, 
the finkings. and riſings of the animal 
Spirits; the ſighings and ſingings; the 
_— and elegant mixture of a ſacred 
profane amour, attended with a ra- 
— 450 ecflacy, and every Symptom, which 
ſeizes the Adepts in this Paſſion, deeply 
ſmitten and diſtracted Inamoratos, either 
ſpiritual, or ſenſual. 

« The Love of God was ſhed abroad in 
my heart, and a flame kindled there, with 
pains ſo violent, and yet ſo very rauiſhing, 
that my body was almoſt torn aſunder. 
I lov'd. The Spirit cried ſtrong in my 
heart. I ſweated. I trembled. I fainted. 
I ſung.— My Soul was got up into the 
Holy Mount, I had no thoughts of coming 
down again into the body. — Oh! 1 
my head was a fountain of water. 


I was diſſolved in Love. My beloved is 
I mine, 


Ribaden. 
Apr. 30. 


Id. Oct. 
15. 
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mine, and I am his. He has all charms. 
He has raiſed my heart. —He is now in the 
Garden, feeding among the Lillies. Oh! 
I am fick of Love”. With more of this 
ranting flame. 

This deſcription is ſo ſtrongly expreſſed, 
and ſo many particulits contained in cloſe 
conciſe periods, as may ſeem incomparable. 
But many of the Symptoms may be gather- 
ed from the account of St. Catharine of 
Sienna under the ſame affections. Her 
burning Love for Chrift, her moſt ſweet I 
Spouſe, was ſo intenſe, exceſſive, and Di- 4 
vine ; — that ſhe was almoſt always ſock, 
languiſhing, faint, and in a manner con- 
ſumed with pure love and affeQion.—She 
had ſo great conſolation in her foul, that 
ſhe wondered how it could abide in her 
body. And the fire burning in her breaſt 
was ſo exceeding great and violent, that 
in reſpect of it material fire ſeemed cold and 
frozen. Once this fire was ſo intenſe, that 
it took away her life for four hours; in 
which time ſhe had a Yifion of Heaven, 
Hell and Purgatory”. 

St. Tereſa's heart was inflamed with ſo 
great a love of God, ſo high a fire, that 
ſhe was even burnt up, and ready to die 
out of defire of ſeeing him; and after- 
wards ſhe had thoſe torrents and inunda- 
tions of love with more force, and greater 
rapts than before”. Nay, the Authority 

| 0 
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of the Roman Church aſſures us, that © her 
heart burn'd with ſuch'a fire of Divine 
Love, that ſhe deſervedly had a YVrifion of 
an Angel piercing her bowels with a dart 
tip'd with fire; and of Chriſt taking her 
by the hand, and making her his Spouſe ; 
—and ſhe died not fo much by the force 
of any diſtemper, as the intolerable burning Brev. 
of Divine Love”. — © St. Gertrude 2 
Chriſt were mutually ſmitten with the ar- F 
rows of Love, —and ſhe died of this amo- on 2: 
rous fire. ien 27. * 
« Tis true indeed, as the Legendaries 
own, that St. Catharine was flandered as a 
fond and light woman; and Tereſa kept Ribaden. - 
ſuch bad company, - that moſt perſons con- 
cluded that Celeſtial viſions were not com- 
patible with her kind of liße. — But all 
may be reconciled. For theſe exceſſes of 
the ſpiritual and carnal affections are nearer 
allied than is generally thought; ariſing 
from the ſame irregular emotions of the 
blood and animal Spirits. And the Pa- 
tient is hurried on either way according to 
the nature of the Object. And I am much 
miſtaken, and ſo is Hiſtory too, if ſore 
of the warmeſt and moſt Enthuſtaſtic Pre- 
tenders to the Love of God have not enter- 
tained the fame violence of Paſſion (not 
quite ſo ſpiritual) for ſome of their neigh- 
Urs, 


IIa $ 24. 
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$ 24. Let us proceed to that moſt pre- 
ſumptuous claim to Inſpiration; to Extra- 
ordinary Revelations, emanations, directions, 
powers, and affiſtances of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
in their Preaching and Doctrine, impulſes 
and impreſſions. This has always been 
the chief and moſt effedual deceit, where- 
by Enthuſiaſts have impoſed upon them- 
ſelves and followers. They feel ſuch 
fallies - of a tumultuous Imagination, ſuch N 
ſtrong emotions within; as eaſily to per- 1 
' ſuade themſelves this can be nothing leſs 1 
than the workings of the Holy Spirit; and 1 
ſome Madmen have carried it ſo far, as to 
think they were the very Holy Ghoſt them- 
ſelves. 

Nor can it be a difficult matter $0 fix 
a perſuaſion of this nature upon their eager 
and credulous Admirers, who have neither 
judgment nor inclination to diſprove or exa- 
mine ; but are violently, though volunta- 
rily and ſweetly, carried away by their 

Teacher's good words, and fair ſpeeches ; 
by their eloquent, elevated, aſſuming and 
confident diſcourſes, zealouſly and fervent- 
ly poured out. 

Hence, no doubt, they talk ſo confi- 
dently of © ſome great, unuſual, extraor- 
dinary and wonderful work, which God is 
now, even now, beginning to work over all 
the earth, whereof they are to be the 

Inſtru- 


| (61) 
Inſtruments, the Trumpets to proclaim it in 
the name of the Lord”. | 

Mr. Whitefield, in particular, is ever 
flying upon the wings of Iaſpiration, and 
talking ſublimely in the Apoſfolic Style. 5 Journ. 

I experience freth teachings, and com- P. 22. 
munications from God's Holy Spirit, — 
from himſelf. — I felt the Power of God 
come upon me, and I ſpoke with De- 
monſtration of the Spirit.—1 felt the Holy pag. 52. 
Ghoſt come upon me at that time. — I 
fear I ſhould quench the Spirit, did I not3 Jan, 
go on to ſpeak as He gives me utterance”. MO 
The ame extraordinary Inſpiration is 
poured out, or rather the Holy Spirit de- Lene. 
ſcends upon their Followers, Societies and 
Bands. Such as had Public gifts were 
ſettled as Superintendants over the reſt.— 
Heard of one, ſays Mr. Wh:tefield, that 
received the Holy Ghoſt immediately upon 
my Preaching. — A moſt remarkable out- Ln 
pouring of the Spirit has been ſeen in this 
Aſembly. — The Power of God was in an 5 l. 
unuſual manner preſent at the meeting of We. 
the Bands. — God mightily confirms the Jour». p. 
words I ſpeak, by the Holy Ghoſt given untoy.q. ;, 
thoſe that hear them.— The Power of the Journ. p. 
Lord came upon the Congregation, and the 5s. 
Holy Gboſt overſhadowed them“. 

There is ſomething in the following 
 Qyotations, which deſerves particular no- 
tice. The Holy Gbeſt ſeemed to come 

into 


| 
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6 Journ. into the Congregation like a mighty ruſhing | 
p. 53. wind” Here he ſpeaks ſomething dubiouſ- F 
tz. But elſewhere he is more poſitive and | 
peremptory, © The Spirit at length came 
dun like a mighty ruſhing wind, and car- 
| 7 Journ. ried all before it. — In my Prayer the 
Ng. 57. Power of God came down, and gave a great 
| } ſhock. — Such an abiding univerſal ſhock 1 
| | never knew before. — In the afternoon 
| | again the ſhock was very great. — The 
lace was almoſt rent by the Power and 
Letters. Preſence of God”. 
| Some of theſe latter Expreſſions imply, | 
[| that the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on the Me- F 
| b thodifſts in the ſame manner as upon the 1 
| ; Apoſtles at Pentecoſt, Which, without 
| much better proof than they have given of 
| 
i 


their Inſpiration, I will by no means un- 
dertake to excuſe from Blaſphemy. Other 
expreſſions imply ſome ſtrange tumultuary 
ſhaking of the Fabric, or elſe of the Preach-. 
er and Hearers, like a violent Hurricane. 
And yet perhaps after all the ſhock was 
only in the Preacher's own brains. 
1 'Tis hard to know what to make of 
1 theſe ſhocks and ſhakings, if truly repre- 
i ſented by the Methodiſts, We know how- 
I | ever, that ſuch ſhocks and concuſſions - of 
Houſes have been repreſented by Heathen. 
Authors as indubitable /igns of ſome ſuper- 
natural Power and Preſence, either of a 


Celeſtial 


| 663) 
Celeſtial or Infernal Deity. At the Pre- 
ſence of Pluto, 


Jam mihi cernuntur trepidis Delubra moveri. 
Sedibus, & claram diſpergere culmina lucem, 
Adventum teſtata Dei. 

Claud. 85 Proſerpin. lib. I. ver. 7. 


At the Preſence, or by the ne of 
Bacchus, 


Tecta repentè quati—— 
Ovid. Metam, lib. IV. ver. 402. 


At confoling the Oracle * 2 at 
Delphos, 


Et locus, & Laurus, & guas habet illa, pharetre - 
Intremuere ſimul. —— 
| Ibid. lib. XV. ver. 634. 


In a Poetical repreſentation of dps $ 
coming and Inſpiration, 


Ofoy 6 72 u iorare Sdgrides Jpeg; 
OI Y SA 78 viaralpo ;— 5 
Kl i vu T4 höperphαε N mol} borBos dpdro 2. 
| — Hymn. in Apoll. ver. 1.— 


Vir ea fatus eram, nie omnia viſa repent? 


Liminaque Lauruſque Dei, W moderi 
Mons circum.—— 127715 
"14 Virgil. Zneid. III ver. 90. 
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You ſee houſes, temples, dens, moun- 
tains — all ſhaking, and trembling from 
their foundation ; in atteſtation of the Pre- 
fence of their Deities. 


After ſuch accounts given by the Me- 
thedijls, and eſpecially when confirmed by 
Pagans, it would be ſomething Ike a Mi- 
racle, if Popery ſhould not afford a Parallel. 
Accordingly the Writers of St. Jenatius's 
Life inform us, that while the Saint was 
at Prayers, and dedicating himſelf to the 
Bleſſed Virgin, the whole Houſe trembled 
will a ſudden concuſſion; but moſt of all 
Ignatius's own Chamber, the windows be- 
it. ing broke, and many chinks open'd, — 
and that this was generally believed to pro- 
ceed from the rage of the Devil,” And in 
another place he relates a ſtory of the fame 
nature, and aſcribes it to the ſame cauſe. 

Ribadencira, in the Lives of the Saints, 
relates the ſame ſtory of Ignatius, but with- 
out mentioning what might be the cauſe, 
But in his Life of St. Anthony he tells us, 
that © the Devil threatning to fall | ypon this 
Saint with great fury, at his voice all the 
room was ſhaken, the walls open'd, and 
many Devils ruſhed in. | 

As to Papiſtical — in general to 
Inſpiration, they are without number or 
end. There is ſcarce any part of their Re- 
Igicus (i. e. Irreligious) Worſhip and Doc- 


trine 


1 3 
- trine ; ſcarce a Monaſtery, Nunnery, Order 
or Society; ſcarce a petty ſaintling in their 
Communion, —that was not taught, and In- 
ſpired by the Holy Ghoft. | 
St. Francis was not only Inſpir'd Him- —_ 
ſelf in Teaching, but all the Rules of his ; 
Order were dictated by Heaven. He was a 
moſt wonderful Preacher, by virtue of the 
Holy Ghoſt. —All heard the Voice of Chriſt 
in the air, ſaying, Francis there is no- 
thing of your own in your Rule, but all is 
mine.” St. Paul propbeſy d of it, and un- fol 110. 
derſtood his own words as belonging to 
this Rule of St. Francis, © Whoever walketh Ibid. 
according to this Rule, peace be on them.'— bel. 127. 
Which paſſage being the very ſame that 
Mr. Weſley open'd upon, when he conſult- 
ed the Oracle by lot, and begged an anſwer z Journ. 
of peace, may perhaps afford him no ſmall P: *4: 
comfort; as having the fame honour with 
St. Francis, and his Rule equally eſtabliſh- 
ed. St. Ignatius was carried on by a ſtrong 
Inſpiration, and guidance of the Holy Ghoft, 
which ſpoke through him, And his Spiri- 
tual Exerciſes had the ſame Sanction. Pope 
Paul III. indeed (ſays Dr. Geddes) ſpeaks 
modeſtly of Ignatius and bis PW. TraQts, 
Sprritu Sancto, ut creditur, afflati, Inſpir d, vol. 3: 
as is believed, by the Holy Spirit. But Ju- 
ius III. leaves out, as 7s behev'd, and 
roundly pronounceth they were Inſpir'd. 
And Gregory XIII. faith expreſsly, that 
«:- Ignatius 


. 
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Ignatius was Inſpir'd in modelling the So- 
ciety of the Jeſuits.” So that it ſeems there 
are degrees of Infallibility, ſome Popes being 


more Infallible than others. 
Bellarmin affirms, that the Orders of Be- 


Font. lib. nedick, Romualdus, Bruno, Dominic, Fran- 
3-cp-13. ig, were from the Holy Ghoft.—Pope Hil- 


debrand actually ſaw Chrift himſelf fitting 


Brev. Mo- by St. Hugo in Chapter, approving all his 


naſt 
5. 


May qictates with a nad, and ſuggeſting the 


Rules of the Premonſtratenſians brought 
from Heaven by St. Auſtin. It were eaſy 
to produce a hundred Inſtances. But what 
need we more, when Popes, and the Church 


o 2 of Rome have aſſur'd us of theſe ? 


S. 25. The claim of Extraordinary A, 


Phrance, and Power from above, ſtands fo 


much upon the fame footing, and is ſo fre- 


quent in the Methodiſts Mouths; that 1 


hall mention but a few Inſtances. 
4 I felt more and more of the Divine 
Aſfiſtance to Day, ſays Mr. Whitefield : — 
The Lord endowed me with Power ae 
en high. — In the midſt of my Diſcourſe. the 
Power 'of the Lord Jeſus came upon me.— 


our. God enabled me to ſpeak with ſuch irre- 


p. 23, 30, tible Power, that the Oppoſers were quite 


440. 
; Journ. terwards he makes this inſelent demand on 
p- 24. 114. Haven. | ä | * 


ſtruck dumb, and confounded. - And af- 


Paſt 


(6) 
Paſt is thy word : I Bete demand, 
And confident expect thy aid. 


A confidence and imperiouſneſs ſufficient ; 
a Parallel to which I do not remember 


among Popiſb Saints. 


F. 26. Upon n ſpecial Directions, Mi 72 
and Calls, by immediate Revelation, I ſhall 
dwell a little longer. 

« I affuredly felt —T knew it was Jeſus WINK , 


Chrift that reveal d himſelf unto my Soul. al. 3 
— I #now, and am afſur'd that 005 4 ſent Welley's 
forth his light and 1 truth.— lt was n. 
veal d to me that nothing griev'd Satan ſo 
much as the private Societies. —Our glo- 
rious Soul- brother had it reveal d to him 
theſe two years, that ſome ſuch as him 
would be ſent into theſe parts. 
More particularly as to Miſions and Calls. 
« Bleſſed be God, ſays Mr. Whitefield, 
he ſhews we are Teachers ſent by hi 
Fir [modeſtly comparing themſelves wit | 
Chriſt] no one could do theſe Things, except; Journ. 
God were with him.—l told the People Godp. 38. 
call d me, and I muſt away.—lntended to 
preach at Fort-Simons, —but, Lord, thou 
called ſt me elſewhere.—God ſhewed me 
and my Friends, that it was bis Will that I 
ſhould return for a while to England.—T0, Journ. 
preach the Goſpel at Frederica alſo; for p. 7-9 
K 2 therefore 


Letters. 
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: Journ- therefore am I ſent he Eternal * 


i 
| 
f 
| 
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I AM hath ſent me.“ 

See now how cloſely they have copied 
their great examplars. *© St. Ignatius, and 
his Companions, went to Rome, whither 
God called him to ſettle his new Order and 
Soctety,—St. Peter and St. Paul bring, one 
a Staff, the other a Book, to St. Dominic, 
ſaying, begin thy. journey; go, exerciſe 
the Office which God hath given thee ; 
* the Goſpel —His friends per ſwading 

im to ſtay, St. Dominic full of the Holy 


2 Ghoſt anſwer'd, Let no body go about to 
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ſtay me. Cod commands, and his orders 
muſt be obey'd. St. Francis retura'd from 
the Infidels, whom he was unable to con- 


nag vert, warn'd by a Divine Revelation. — A 


- venerable Brother and St, Clare, having con- 


c. 9, 612. ſulted the Will of God, are agreed by the 
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Revelation of the Spirit, that the Holy man 
ſhould go forth to preach the Goſpel.” 
Some ſpecial Directions are as follows. 
„ Truſted to God, ſays Mr. Whitefield, to 
direct me to a Text ;—and God ſhew'd me 


7 beam. what I ſhould do.— The Lord gave me a 


- 
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Text, and directed me to a Method. —1 have 
deen directed in this manner, (reading 
Scripture on the knee) even in the minuteſt 
circumſtances, as plainly as the Jews were 
ng. by Urim and Thummim.—The directions, 
© fays Mr. Wo, I received from Ged this 

day, 


(69) 
day, touching an affair of the - greatef » Journ. 
importance.” 7 34+ 
Let. me mention a few Directions com- 
ing by way of Command, and I aſſure you of 
no ſmall zmportance. © I am going to the Journ. 
Houſe of a wealthy Gentleman, ſays Mr.” 9 32 
Whitefield, whom God has commanded to re- | 
ceive me. — How does he every where 
command ſore or other to receive me? 
— Indeed M.r Seward affirms, that the j,vee. 
Lord commandeth Perſons every where top. 12- 
provide for us. — Mr. Weſley, not to be 
left unprovided for, came to Mr. De- 
lamotte's, — where I expected a coo! re- 
ception. But God had prepar'd the way 
before 'me—I was welcomed in ſuch a, jours. 
manner—,” SE „ Bo 
Nor is this caſe without a proper Prece- 
dent. For we read, that An Honourable 
Matron was commanded by an interior Voice 
to reverence St. Ignatius, and provide him 
with a Sbiß.— And likewiſe a Noble Senator Orlandin. 
at Venice heard a Voice directing him Novo 2 
entertain the Saint hoſþ:fably at his houſe.” n. 33, 35. 
In what manner the Entertainers are 
convine'd, and whether they are convinc'd, 
of this Divine Command, I cannot ſay. 
But I perceive it is convenient for the Tine- 
rants to give it out that it is God's Pleaſure 
and Command, Otherwiſe they would not 
order what they want at a Public- bouſe, 
and then tell the Landlord, that he will be 
/ damn'd 


. 
Bs | heel if he takes any thing of them. This 
ſhall be prov'd, if requir'd. 
= I vs mentioned internal Voices, 
perhaps the ſeveral Impulſes and Impreſſions 
of the Methodiſts — be of this prefjon 
4 Journ. But that inſtance of © an old harden'd Sin- 
ner (given by Mr. Veſtey) ſeems rather of 
| the external kind. The Saviour of Sin- 
ners has ſaved me. He tald me ſo on Sun- 
day morning. And he faid, I ſhould not 
die till 1 had heard his Children preach his 
2 Journ. Goſpel, —And that of © the Moravian, who 
5.7. defiririg God to ſhew him whether he ſhould 
leave his Wife and Children, immediately 
hears a loud Vo oce ſaying, Fort, Fort, Fort, 
Go on, go on. 
We can match theſe inſtances too from 
Popiſh Fanatics. © Brother Buſtamantius 
was admoniſhed by a vehement Impulſe, 
and znterior Voice, to go to Guipuſcua. 
This Voice of Ged was fo efficacious and 
vehement in his ears, that inſtantly he left 
OMlendin. his Houſe and Buſineſs ,—Gonzaga hears a 
P39 clear and manifeſt Voice from God, directing 
Balingh. him into the Society of the Fe ſuits. A boy, 
Avg 13. about twelve years old, hears conſtant in- 
ward. Voices calling him to Perfection, and 
Orlandin. the Society. — God, ſpeaking internally to the 
vol. e, heart of St. Alexius, told him that he 
baden. ſhould not touch his $ pouſe, but leave her. 
P- 484 —And he left his wiſe che very firſt 17 
0 


('245) 


of marriage, by the peculiar warning of Brev. 


Gad. we 

One may here be allow'd to ask what 
fort of Voice that was, which directed the 
Methodi/t-preacher at Saliſbury to debauch 
one, at leaſt, of his Congregation, to run 
away with her, and leave his own Wife. 
And in general, with reſpe& to Extraord:- 
ary influences of the Spirit, and pretences 
to Inſpiration; whether Mr. Weſley. might 
not as well have been warned, as offended 


— — .. 


Jul. 17. 
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by his friends the Moravians, © for talking 4 Journ. 
much againſt mixing nature with Grace, Nb 108. 


againſt Imagination, and concerning the 
Animal Spirits mimicking the Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt. {2 


. 27. Should the preceding Gifts of 
Inſpiration, Revelation, and Direction fail; 
they have another 'way of knowing the 
Divine will, which is by caſting Lots; and 


particularly by opening the Bible, where the 


firſt_paſſage that offers itſelf to the Eye is to 
be their Rule. | 
The Meth4gi/ts probable learned this De- 


termination by Lot of the Moravians; 


who, ſays Mr. Weſley, © have a peculiar 


- — 


eſteem for Lots to decide points of im- 2 Journal, 


portance — as the only way of ſetting aſide 
their own 4o7/l, and clearly knowing what 
is the will of God: 
n oF Sometimes 


p- 81. 


| (72) 
Sometimes Lots in general are ſpoken of, 
without any ſpecification of what ſort, or in 
5 Journal, What manner. What we were in doubt 
Pa-5- about, after prayer, we determined by Lot, 
ſays Mr. Whetefield.—IT am come to know 
a . uredly, fays Mr. Veſley, that where 
Reaſon fails, God will direct our Paths, by 
Lot.” : ; 

Reaſon certainly may fail them; nor do 
I think they can be aſſured of God's Direc- 
tion by Lot: but may be under the ſame 
perplexity with their Relation St. Ignatius ; 
who being on his Adventures, and © com- 
ing to a place where two ways met, ſtood 
doubting whether he ſhould follow a. Moor 
that had blaſphem'd the Virgin Mary, and 
/tab him; or elſe take the other way to- 
Orlandin. Wards Montſerrat, In this great perplexity 
lib. 1. ne. he took counſel, which the ſimplicity of a 
— vit. Pious mind alone could excuſe; namely, 
Ign- lib. 1. to lay the bridle looſe on his Mule, and let 

ap.3- him go which way he would.“ . 
But opening the Bible for direction 
ſeems to be their general way. Thus Mr. 
Wefley under ſome doubt,“ I defir'd my 
Mafier to anſwer for me, and open'd 5h15 
2 Journal, Book.—when tempted by Satan, All theſe 
p. 31, 33: days I ſcarce remember to have open'd the 
Teftament, but upon ſome great and pre- 
cious promiſe,—In great perplexity, about 
being weak in the Faith; — and in trouble 
and doubt concerning his own Gate, and 


whether 
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whether he ſhould wait in ence and retire- , jour. 
ment, the Oracle of God is conſulted twice. p. 9, 12. 
— Under great concern for thoſe who were 4 Journ. 
driven about with ſtrange Doctrines, I be-P: 80. 
ſeeched Gd to ſhew me where this would 
end. Whether he ſhould take a Journey 
to Briſtol, and what would be the Con- 
ſequence ; deſiring not to be accounted Su-] journ. 
berſtiticus. 8 8 p- 28. 

© The Moravians caſt Lots, whether one 
over whom Satan had almoſt got the 
maſtery, ſhould be admitted to the Lord's 2 Journ. 
Table; are directed to admit him.“ p. 69. 

This Method of being directed by Lot, 
hath been much in vogue in ſeveral Ages, 
and parts of the World; making no ſmall 
ſhare of their Superſtition. The Heathens 
had various ways of doing it: — as by 
jumbling together /ooſe Letters, or Words, 
in an Urn, and making what Senſe they 
could of ſuch as were taken out by chance 
— by dipping into ſome Book of high 
eſteem, as Homer, or Virgil, and then ap- 
plying to their purpoſe the firſt paſſage that 
offered itſelf, &c. by Forint ina nl or; 
 Keland tells us, that among the Mahome- Rel. Mo- 
tans, the Alcoran is ſo conſulted by way * 
of Lot. — And the fame Cuſtom crept in 
among the Chriſtians, and eſpecially in the 
worſt Ages, about the 11th and 12th Cen- 
turies, by dipping in the Bible, which was 
called the Sarnts Lots. Hence, St. Francis, 

L after 
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after betaking himſelf to Prayer, was in- 
ſpir'd by the Oracle of God, to open the 
el; which being opened three times, 

always lighted on the Paſſion of Chriſt ; 

whereby the Saint was prepared (as by a 
Ronavent. Prophetic warning) to receive the five marks 
ep. 13 of Jeſus, exactly anſwering thoſe of his 
fol. 172. Maſter, by the hand of an Angel.” — 

So again, The ſame precious Saint, © be- 
ing reſolved upon taking up the Rule of E- 
vangelical Perfection in conjunction with 
Friar Barnard, goes to Prayers, and thrice 
opening the Goſpel was confirmed in his pur- 
poſe, by luckily hitting on zheſe three paſ- 

Bonavent. ſages, I thou wilt be perfect, go and ſell all 
GP. 3 wake nothing with you on the way: — I any 
fol. 172. Nan will come after me, let him deny himſelf. 
; St. Francis, you ſee, managed the matter 
ſo well, that he opened upon Texts of 
Scripture much more to his purpoſe than 

any of our Methodiſts have done. - 

This practice has generally been con- 
demn'd by grave Autbors and Councils, as 
ſuperſtitious and unwarrantable : And if the 
Methodiſts will pretend to juſtify themſelves 
from the Example of Matthias, (the only 
inſtance in the New Teſtament, and that 
divinely directed) they only incur that 

17 almoſt conſtant Preſumption of ſetting them- 
190 ſelves upon an equality with the Apoſtles, &c. 
155 Let me here add the Obſervation of Mr. 
Church, in his Farther Remarks on Mr. 
J. Weſley. © The Reflections of your 1 
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(75) 
Mr. Whitefield on this occaſion were worth 
your obſerving. Having mentioned your 
drawing a Lot about preaching on er 
Grace, and receiving the Anſwer Preach 
and Print, he adds, I have often queſ- 
tioned, as I now do, whether in fo doing 
you did not tempt the Lord. A due ex- 
erciſe of Religious Prudence, without a Lot; 
would have directed you in that Matter.” 
Afterwards he mentions your drawing ano- 
ther Lot, about His returtiing to London ; 
which in a Letter to him your afterwards 
ſuppoſed might have beth = Wrong one. 
This therefore he rightly calls an 7magihary 
Warrant; and well obſerves, that the 
wrong Lot was juſtly given you, been ie 
you tempted God in drawing ne. 
A more judicious Sentiment perhaps never 
dropt from Mr. Whitefield's pen: and yet 
he may be taxed with an incbnſoſtency in 
thus declaring againſt what had been his 
own Practice. Had theſe π P Lots turn'd 
out agreeably to his own Dot#rine and in. 
tentiont, they might have been allow'd to 
come from God. But as they were for 
free Grace (not ſuiting with his Cafua- 
niftical notions) and for taking à journey 
he did not like; they are become of #0 
Authority with him. Which puts me in 
mind of 
wards St. Francis. ©* The Saint had ob- 
fain'd a grant from Chriſt, that whoever at 
8 L 2 
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( 76 ) 
any time ſhould enter his Chapel, ſhould 
have the Benefit of Plenary Indulgence ; or- 
dering him however to go to bis Vicar the 
Pope for bis Confor mation. 

Tav Frepo U ed Ta rp, tTeor d du. 
The Holy Father allows the order of Chriſt 
in the caſe, but thinks the Grant is too 
large; and accordingly confirms indeed the 
Plenary and free Indulgence, but curtails the 
time, and confines it to one ſingle Day in a 
year, and no more.” A ſtrange inſtance 
either of the Pope's inconſiſtency, or of 
ſetting bimſelf above our Lord, 

You have the Account in one of the 
Leſſons in their Eftabli/bed: Liturgy, Brev. 
Rom. Franſc. Aug. 2. and more fully in 
the Book of Conformities, fol. 197. 


S. 28. Though I had "I Reaſons for 
referring to another place their Ec/tactes 
and Raptures, Apparitions and Viſions 
(repreſentations to the imagination either 
in Sleep, or in a Trance) yet, as theſe have 
ſome. pretenſion to a Divine direction, I 
ſhall ſay ſomething of them here. = 
1 Dealing. Whitefeeld 4 God fill'd me with ſuch 
p. 16. unſpeakable. raptures, particularly once in 
St. John's Church, that I was carried out 
beyond myſelf. 
Journal, Seward. I was ſo fill'd with the 
p. 26. Spirit, — that I was carried beyond myſelf, 


(77) 
and had ſuch- things Revealed to Me as [ 
never had before. 

We © My Soul was got up into 5 Jouna, 
the Holy | Mount... 1 had no thoughts of® “ 
coming C42 again into the body.” R The 
Lord reveal d himſelf to her (a Si of about 
ſeven years old) in an amazing manner: 
arid for ſome Hours ſhe was ſo wrapt up in 
his Spirit, that we knew not where ſhe 
was,—ſinking to nothing in- the diſcovery 
of his Majeſty and Glory, — Many ſuch in- 
ſtances of the out-pourtn of the 8 irit we 
have among us,” 17. i " a Letters, 

Tales of this nature are ſo numerous 
among the Popiſh Saints, eſpecially the 
Female, that ſome of their 720 conſiſt of 
8 ny 

ry , Agreda was wy year ad, be- 
cg ſhe had ſuch Raptures that ſhe, ſunk 
dawn to the Centre of her own nothingneſs, Liſe 
— Magdalen of Pazzi's Life was net 
one continued Ecflacy;— And St; Gertrude, Breviar. 
who conſecrated (2:4 Virginity , to ,Chri/t 22 
when only five years old, was illuminate 4 
by many Revelations and Viſions. | 
St. Alcantara at fix years of age was ſo Beer. 
contemplative, that frequently he was Rom. 
wholly abſorpt in Gad, and carried into O 1. 
Raptures.— He cauſed his Followers to be 
in an Ecftacy at the Sacrament, — and often 
enjoyed the Preſence of Chrif, the Virgin 
Mary, and St. Francis, &c. OR. 25. 


57 29. 
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$. 29. If you want any thing more par- 

ticularly concerning Apparitions and Viſions; 

the laſt mentioned Saint, Alcantara, was 

OR. 25. conducted by the admirable Apparition of a 

1 Dealing, 222 Star, when he was going to comfort 

P'S 45 St. Tereſa.” Something you may ſuppoſe, 

Journ. like that of Mr. Whitefield; © Aﬀer a long 

Re #7" night of deſertion, the Star, which I had 

ſeen at a diſtance before, began to appear 

again.” And Mr. Seward may be deemed 

ſuch a Yifionary, when © though ſo weak, 

fo mean, fo vile, ſo nothing an Inſtrument, 

yet ſurrounding the Throne of his Dear 

Fefus, he thought he faw his Siſters as bright 

Seraphims in the manſions of bliſs ; — with 

a refulgent Splendor above the reſt of the 
Heavenly Hoſt.” IG 

Conform. Juſt as a Franciſcan Fryar was ſeen by a 

Fol. 84. Brother ſhining in glory and brightneſs with 

Life. No. St, Francis among Choirs of Angels :— Or, 

$2, 83-54-08 Magdalen of Pazzi ſaw a Nun, and other 

Souls, which ſhe had gained, raiſed upon a 

= Throne of Glory : Or, as ſeveral Jeſuits were 

jeſut, ſeen aſcending up to Heaven, conſpicuouſly 

Pag · 464. diſtinguiſhed by a Star in their foreheads. 

25. 


Brev. We have again infallible proof, that Al- 
Rom. cantara was invited to the Heavenly Mar- 
5: rage by all the Holy Trinity, appearing to 
him in the utmoſt clearnefs and brightneſs ; 
and he died at the very hour foretold.“ 
And we find in moſt of their Legends, that 
ſcarce a Saint died without previous no- 

| tice 
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tice from above; the Meſſenger too com- 
monly diffuſing a ligbt over all the room. 
Which may help to give ſome Credit to 
that relation of Mr. Meſey concerning Pet. 
Wright. © In bed, but broad awake, II Journ. 
| beard one calling aloud, Peter Peter FS . 
Wright ! And looking up, the room was 
as bright as day. And I ſaw a man in bright 
cloaths, who ſaid, © Prepare yourſelf, your 
end is nigh.” — He recovered from the IIl- 
neſs ; but died within a month.“ 
As to the Autbority which ſuch fort of 
Revelations carry, Mr. Weſley ſays this; 
* God does now give remiſſion of Sins, and 
the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; and often; Journ. 
in dreams and vi/ions of God.” . But after- P- 49. 
wards he ſpeaks more diftruſtfully : 1 
told them they were not to judge of the 
Sprrit—by any dreams, viſions, or revela- 
tions ;— which were of a doubtful and diſ- 
putable nature, — might be from God, and 
might not. Ib. p. 60. 
This might be a caution to themſelves 
never to- be over confident. For my own 
part, I will not deny that ſuch Directions 
may ſometimes come from Gd: but am 
rſuaded that moſt of our late ones are 
the effect of imagination or diſtemper ; and 
| ſome of them mere counterferts and impoſ- 
tures, Many, I know, even of Popiſb En- 
thufiaſts, have ſuſpected worſe, and Ln 
A em 


—_ 
them to Diabolical . But more of 
this hereafter. 2 | „ S 


8 20. Our Mitbadit talk 110 of 
«.the great work, which God is now be- 
ginning to work over all the earth. If 
you had been told, ſays Mr. Weſley, that 
1 Appeal. the jealous God would ſoon ariſe, that he 
$. 98, 99. would pour down his Spirit from on high, 

and renew the face of the earth, — would 
you not deſire to ſee that day ?— Behold, 
the day of the Lord it come: he is again 
viſiting and redeeming his people. — At 
this very hour the Lord is Fong away our 
reproach.” 
Parted with full conviction, ſays Mr. 
3 Journal, Whitefield, that God was going to do great 
PS” things among us. — Oh! that we may be 
any way inſtrumental. 

I am far from queſtioning the truth of 
that : happy State to come, having ſuch 
ſtrong Authority from the ſacred Writings. 
But it may be asked, how they &:mo this 
preſent time to 'be the day of that great 
work ; whether from Inſpiration, or inter- 
pretation of Prophetic Scripture : — and 
they may be reminded, that diverſe warm 
and Enthuſiaſtic heads, as Madam Bourig- 
non, the French Prophets, &c. have all 
ſet out upon this pretence, have pronounc- 


ed it to be coming in their wn days, and 
themſelves 
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(8) 
themselves to be the ha Hitruments. 
Fre have they been 9 Ti 119 
About the middle of the 1305 Cehtury 
was * — Book by the. Mendon 

ars, calle Eterna or Goſpel 
Wot Spirit ; aſſerting, that the Reign 
of the Spirit was to commence woithin fix 
years. The Book was full of many wicked 
and blaſphemous fancies, which T lay” not to 
the charge of the Methodifis : but leave 
them at liberty to ruminate upon the Ch. 
fatter given of them many years ago 
Mr. wel, which they may ' fr i in 
Tith-page. tte 


F. 31. 1 Matt ib fe" i Caf ang 
reader; reſerving. what remains for 4 fe- 
cond Part. I have already made ſome 
excuſe for quoting and comparing ſeveral 
little and trifling things, in themſelves too 
light to deſerve” dur attention; ard am 
afraid, that in the Sequel, a freſh Apology 
will be requiſite; as I ſhall be obliged to 
relate ſome things too horrid and ſhocking 
to the mind. | 

It will however, I perſuade myſelf, ap- 
pear, — that this new diſpenſation is a Compo- 
ſition of Enthuſiaſm, Superſtition, and In- 

boſture. When the blood and fpirits run 
bigh, inflaming the brain and imagination; 
it is moſt properly Entbuſaſin; which is 
Religion — — F — wr low and de- 

M. jected, 
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jected, cauſing groundleſs terrors,. or the 
placing the great Duty of Man in little Ob- 
ſervances, tis Superſtition; which is Re- 
ligion ſcared out of its ſenſes: — when any 
fraudulent dealings are made uſe of, and 
any wrong projects carried on under the 
maſk. of piety ; tis Impoſture, and may be 
termed Religion turned Hypacrite. 

Should any thing I can offer make ſome 
improvement of a ſerious and ſober ſenſe of 
true Religion among us, free from Enthu- 
fraſtic Delufions, with regard both to Faith 
and good Works, it will be ſufficient. ſatis- 
faction: And the benefit will be doubled, 
if by means of the Compariſon with Popery, 
\ in detention: of thet wicked Canter 
Ne 
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